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Geronimo
Native American leader
Through two decades, Geronimo was the most feared
and vilified person in the Southwest, but in his old age,
he became a freak attraction at fairs and expositions.
His maligned and misunderstood career epitomized the
troubles of a withering Apache culture struggling to
survive in a hostile modern world.
Born: June, 1829; near present-day Clifton, Arizona
Died: February 17, 1909; Fort Sill, Oklahoma
Also known as: Goyathlay (birth name)
Area of achievement: Warfare and conquest
Early Life
Although the precise date and location of Geronimo’s
(jeh-RAHN-ih-moh) birth are not known, he was most
likely born around June, 1829, near the head of the Gila
River in a part of the Southwest then controlled by
Mexico. Named Goyathlay (One Who Yawns) by his
Behonkohe parents, the legendary Apache warrior later
came to be called Geronimo—a name taken from the
sound that terrified Mexican soldiers allegedly cried
when calling on Saint Jerome to protect them from his relentless charge.
Geronimo’s early life, like that of other Apache youth,
was filled with complex religious ritual and ceremony.
From the placing of amulets on his cradle to guard him
against early death to the ceremonial putting on of the first
moccasins, Geronimo’s relatives prepared their infant
for Apache life, teaching him the origin myths of his people and the legends of supernatural beings and benevolent
mountain spirits that hid in the caverns of their homeland.
Through ritual observances and instruction, Geronimo learned about Usen, a remote and nebulous god who,
though unconcerned with petty quarrels among men, was
the Life Giver and provider for his people. “When Usen
created the Apaches,” Geronimo later asserted, “he also
created their homes in the West. He gave to them such
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grain, fruits, and game as they needed to eat. . . . He gave
to them a climate and all they needed for clothing and
shelter was at hand.” Geronimo’s religious heritage
taught him to be self-sufficient, to love and revere his
mountain homeland, and never to betray a promise made
with oath and ceremony.
Geronimo grew into adulthood during a brief period
of peace, a rare interlude that interrupted the chronic
wars between the Apache and Mexican peoples. Even in
times of peace, however, Apache culture placed a priority on the skills of warfare. Through parental instruction
and childhood games, Geronimo learned how to hunt,
hide, track, and shoot—necessary survival skills in an
economy based upon game, wild fruits, and booty taken
from neighboring peoples.
Geronimo also heard the often repeated stories of conquests of his heroic grandfather Mahko, an Apache chief
renowned for his great size, strength, and valor in battle.
Like his grandfather, Geronimo had unusual physical
prowess and courage. Tall and slender, strong and quick,
Geronimo proved at an early age to be a good provider
for his mother, whom he supported following his father’s
premature death, and later for his bride, Alope, whom he
acquired from her father for “a herd of ponies” stolen
most likely from unsuspecting Mexican victims. By his
early twenties, Geronimo (still called Goyathlay) was a
member of the council of warriors, a proven booty taker,
a husband, and a father of three.
Life’s Work
In 1850, a band of Mexican scalp hunters raided an
Apache camp while the warriors were away. During the
ensuing massacre, Geronimo’s mother, wife, and three
children were slain. Shortly after this tragedy, Geronimo
had a religious experience that figured prominently in his
subsequent life. As he later reported the incident, while
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in a trancelike state, a voice called his name four times
(the magic number among the Apache) and then informed him, “No gun can ever kill you. I will take the
bullets from the guns of the Mexicans, so they will
have nothing but powder. And I will guide your arrows.”
After receiving this gift of power, Geronimo’s vengeance against Mexicans was equaled by his confidence
that harm would not come his way.
While still unknown to most Americans, during
the 1850’s, Geronimo rose among the ranks of the
Apache warriors. A participant in numerous raids into
Mexico, Geronimo fought bravely under the Apache
chief Cochise. Although wounded on several occasions,
Geronimo remained convinced that no bullet could kill
him. It was during this period that he changed his name
from Goyathlay to Geronimo.
War between the U.S. government and the Apache
first erupted in 1861 following a kidnapping-charge incident involving Cochise. The war lingered for nearly
a dozen years until Cochise and General Oliver Otis
Howard signed a truce. According to the terms of the
agreement, the mountain homeland of the Chiricahua
(one of the tribes that made up the Apache and Geronimo’s tribe) was set aside as a reservation, on which the
Chiricahua promised to remain.
Following Cochise’s death in 1874, the United States
attempted to relocate the Chiricahua to the San Carlos
Agency in the parched bottomlands of the Gila River. Although some Apache accepted relocation, Geronimo led
a small band off the reservation into the Sierra Madre
range in Mexico. From this base, Geronimo’s warriors
conducted raids into the United States, hitting wagon
trains and ranches for the supplies needed for survival.
In 1877, for the first and only time in his life, Geronimo was captured by John Clum of the United States
Army. After spending some time in a guardhouse in San
Carlos, Geronimo was released, being told not to leave
the reservation. Within a year, however, he was again in
Mexico. Although a fugitive, he was blamed in the
American press for virtually all crimes committed by
Apache “renegades” of the reservation.
Upon the promise of protection, Geronimo voluntarily returned to the San Carlos Agency in 1879. This
time, he remained two years until an unfortunate incident
involving the death of Noch-ay-del-klinne, a popular
Apache religious prophet, triggered another escape into
the Sierra Madre. In 1882, Geronimo daringly attempted
a raid into Arizona to rescue the remainder of his people
on the reservation and to secure for himself reinforcements for his forces hiding in Mexico. This campaign,
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which resulted in the forced abduction of many unwilling
Apache women and children, brought heavy losses to his
band and nearly cost Geronimo his life. The newspaper
coverage of the campaign also made Geronimo the most
despised and feared villain in the United States.
In May, 1883, General George Crook of the United
States Army crossed into Mexico in search of Geronimo.
Not wanting war, Geronimo sent word to Crook of his
willingness to return to the reservation if his people were
guaranteed just treatment. Crook consented, and Geronimo persuaded his band to retire to San Carlos.
Geronimo, however, never adjusted to life on the reservation. Troubled by newspaper headlines demanding
his execution and resentful of reservation rules (in particular, the prohibition against alcoholic drink), Geronimo
in the spring of 1885 planned a final breakaway from the
San Carlos Agency. With his typical ingenuity, Geronimo led his 144 followers off the reservation. Cutting
telegraph lines behind him, he eluded the cavalry and
crossed into Mexico, finding sanctuary in his old Sierra
Madre refuge. Although pursued by an army of five
thousand regulars and five hundred Apache scouts, Geronimo avoided capture until September, 1886, when he
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voluntarily surrendered to General Nelson Miles. (He
had agreed to a surrender to General George Crook in
March but had escaped his troops.)
Rejoicing that the Apache wars were over, the army
loaded Geronimo and his tribesmen on railroad cars and
shipped them first to Fort Pickens in Florida and then to
the Mount Vernon Barracks in Alabama. Unaccustomed
to the warm, humid climate, so unlike the high, dry country of their birth, thousands of the Apache captives died
of tuberculosis and other diseases. In 1894, after the government rejected another appeal to allow their return to
Arizona, the Kiowa and Comanche offered their former
Apache foes a part of their reservation near Fort Sill, Oklahoma.
Geronimo spent the remainder of his life on the Oklahoma reservation. Adapting quickly to the white man’s
economic system, the aged Apache warrior survived by
growing watermelons and selling his now infamous signature to curious autograph seekers. Although the government technically still viewed him as a prisoner of war,
the army permitted Geronimo to attend, under guard, the
international fairs and expositions at Buffalo, Omaha,
and St. Louis. In 1905, Theodore Roosevelt even invited
him to Washington, D.C., to attend the inaugural presidential parade. Wherever Geronimo went, he attracted
great crowds and made handsome profits by selling autographs, buttons, hats, and photographs of himself.
In February, 1909, while returning home from selling
bows and arrows in nearby Lawton, Oklahoma, an inebriated Geronimo fell from his horse into a creek bed. For
several hours, Geronimo’s body lay exposed. Three days
later, the Apache octogenarian died of pneumonia. As
promised, no bullet ever killed him.
Significance
The Industrial Age of the late nineteenth century altered
the life patterns of American farmers and entrepreneurs,
women and laborers. No groups, however, were more affected by the forces of modernization than were the Native American Indians. Geronimo’s tragic career as warrior and prisoner epitomized the inevitable demise of an
ancient Apache culture trapped in a web of white man’s
history.
Although a stubbornly independent and uncompromising warrior, Geronimo symbolized to countless
Americans the treacherous savagery of a vicious race
that could not be trusted. Highly conscious of his wrath
and unrelenting hatred, the American public never knew
the deeply religious family man who yearned to abide in
his mountain homeland.
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During his last twenty-three years of captivity, the
legend of Geronimo grew, even as the public’s hatred of
the once-powerful Apache mellowed into admiration.
Always a good provider, Geronimo established for himself a profitable business by peddling souvenirs and performing stunts at Wild West shows. A living artifact of a
world that no longer existed, Geronimo became the
comic image of the tamed American Indian finally
brought into white man’s civilization.
—Terry D. Bilhartz
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Gia Long
Emperor of Vietnam (r. 1802-1820)
The only Nguyen prince who survived his family’s
massacre by Tay Son rebels, Gia Long fought the Tay
Son for twenty-five years until achieving a victory that
reunified Vietnam and allowed him to found Vietnam’s
last imperial dynasty. While reorganizing his domain
on a conservative Confucian and Chinese model, he
increased its power in Southeast Asia and kept at bay
Western imperialist nations. However, he was unable
to spur economic growth and earned a reputation for
cruelty.
Born: February 8, 1762; Phu Xuan (now Hue),
Vietnam
Died: January 25 or February 3, 1820; Hue, Vietnam
Also known as: Nguyen Phuc Anh (birth name);
Nguyen Anh; Nguyen Vuong
Areas of achievement: Government and politics,
warfare and conquest
Early Life
Emperor Gia Long (zih-ah long, northern Vietnamese
pronunciation; yih-ah long, southern pronunciation) was
born Nguyen Phuc Anh in Phu Xuan, the capital of the

Nguyen lords who ruled southern Vietnam. His father,
Chuong Vo, was the legitimate heir of his grandfather
Nguyen Phuc Khoat, the first Nguyen lord to become
king in the south. However, when Ahn was three years
old, his royal grandfather decided to disinherit his father.
The grandfather then appointed his twelve-year-old son
by a favorite new concubine, Nguyen Phuc Thuen, who
was to rule as Denh Vuong, or King Denh.
When Anh’s grandfather died in 1765, the teenage
King Denh’s maternal grandfather, Truong Phuc Loan,
became regent. Anh’s father was thrown in jail, where he
died two years later, but Ahn was left alive. In 1771,
while Anh was receiving the classical education that befitted a young Vietnamese noble, the Tay Son Rebellion
broke out. Rebel success led to an invasion of the south
by the Nguyen’s northern rival, the Trenh king. Breaking
a century-old peace, a Trenh army besieged Phu Xuan,
where Anh lived. Even surrendering the regent did not
lead the Trenh to withdraw from the south. In early 1775,
the Trenh occupied Phu Xuan. Anh fled with his uncle
south to Gia Denh (close to modern Saigon), only to have
to flee once more, as the Tay Son looted that city before
being driven out in early 1776.
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