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Author: Ai Weiwei (b. 1957)
Translated from the Chinese by Allan H.
Barr
Publisher: Crown (New York). Illustrated.
400 pp.
Type of work: Memoir
Time: 1910 to the present
Locales: Numerous locations throughout
China, including Beijing, Fantianjian village in Zhejiang Province, and Xinjiang
Military District; New York
1000 Years of Joys and Sorrows is both a
memoir by the internationally renowned artist Ai Weiwei and an intimate biography of
the artist’s father, Ai Qing. Through the life
stories of these two creative minds, the volXPH RৼHUV D FRPSOH[ DQG WURXEOLQJ KLVWRU\
of China from within, encompassing the years
from the rise of Mao Zedong to the present.

Courtesy Penguin Random House

1000 Years of Joys and Sorrows

Principal personages
$ං:ൾංඐൾං the author
$ං4ංඇ his father, a renowned poet and writer
*ൺඈ<ංඇ his mother
$ං'ൺඇ his brother
$ං/ൺඈ his son
/ඎ4ංඇ his wife, an artist
$අඅൾඇ*ංඇඌൻൾඋ his friend, a poet
8අං6ං Swiss ambassador to China and advocate for Chinese contemporary art
0ൺඈ=ൾൽඈඇDUHYROXWLRQDU\DQGWKH¿UVWKHDGRIVWDWHRIWKH3HRSOH¶V5HSXEOLFRI
China
:ൺඇ)ൾඇDGRFXPHQWDU\¿OPPDNHUDQG:HLZHL¶VSDUWQHU$L/DR¶VPRWKHU
While imprisoned for eighty-one days on charges of “inciting the subversion of state
power” in 2011, artist and activist Ai Weiwei developed the idea of writing a memoir
that would connect the threads of his life and work to that of his father, the renowned
SRHW$L 4LQJ &RQFHLYHG DV D ODVWLQJ JLIW WR KLV VRQ$L /DR WKH ERRN WLWOHG 1000
Years of Joys and Sorrows (2021), recounts a century of family history alongside the
political and social history of China. Originally written in Chinese, the translation
into English by Allan H. Barr has received critical praise. While the book includes a
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Because you were the greatest of our actors, and you threw away
greatness like trash.
Because you could not take seriously what others took as their lives.
Because in this you made mockery of our lives.
Because you died encased in fat
$QGHYHQWKHQ\RX¶GOLYHGWRRORQJ

Oates builds on the poem for six more pages, and the repetition and structure proGXFHDQLQFDQWDWRU\RUGUHDPOLNHH൵HFW2DWHVUHFRXQWVQXPHURXVDVSHFWVRIWKHDFWRU
0DUORQ%UDQGR¶VOLIHLQFOXGLQJTXRWHVVQLSSHWVRILQWHUYLHZVUHIHUHQFHVWRKLVPRYies and the characters he played, mention of his children, his exemplary skill as an
actor, and problematic events from his personal life resulting in Oates labeling him a
PDOHSUHGDWRU7KHSRHWSDLQWVDIXOOSRUWUDLWRI%UDQGRVRPHRQHZKRZDVDQLQFUHGibly gifted actor but also a very troubled man who did not live up to his idol status.
7KHDQDSKRUDSXWVDOORIWKHVHDVSHFWVRIKLVOLIHRQHTXDOIRRWLQJDQGKHOSVLQWHJUDWH
WKHGLVSDUDWHSDUWVRIKLPLQWRDPRUHFRKHUHQWZKROH7KHZRUG2DWHVFKRVHIRUWKH
DQDSKRUD ³EHFDXVH´ LV DOVR VLJQL¿FDQW VLQFH ³EHFDXVH´ RIWHQ EHJLQV WKH DQVZHU WR
the question “why?” Oates is searching for answers. Why did psychologists conduct
H[SHULPHQWV WKDW FDXVHG SDLQ DQG VX൵HULQJ ³2EHGLHQFH ´ " :K\ LV$PHULFD
PDNLQJLWPRUHGL൶FXOWIRUZRPHQWRJHWDQDERUWLRQ ³'RFWRU+HOS0H´ ":LWKWKH
XVHRIDQDSKRUDLQ³7R0DUORQ%UDQGRLQ+HOO´2DWHVVXJJHVWVWKDWZHFDQJULHYHIRU
our idols even when they do not reach the standards of humanity we expect from them.
Most reviewers, such as Emilia Phillips from the New York TimesIRXQG2DWHV¶V
FROOHFWLRQVDWLVIDFWRU\3KLOOLSVSUDLVHGWKHFROOHFWLRQ¶VDELOLW\WRR൵HU³FRPSHOOLQJLQsights about toxic masculinity and human brutality.” Poems such as “Doctor Help Me”
examine and challenge the power structures men have historically created. No matter
KRZPDQ\YDOLGUHDVRQVWKHZRPHQR൵HUWKHLUGRFWRUVIRUZK\WKH\QHHGDQDERUWLRQ
their pleas are ignored. Barbara Egel of Booklist agreed, stating, “Oates concentrates
KHU SRZHUIXOO\ XQQHUYLQJ VHQVLELOLW\ LQWR SRHPV WKDW FKDOOHQJH DQG KDXQW´ 2DWHV¶V
poems on psychological experiments, such as the one in which baby rhesus monkeys
are removed from their mothers and kept in isolation, both challenge the purpose of
VXFKUHVHDUFKDQGKDXQWUHDGHUVZLWKWKHVXEMHFWV¶YLVFHUDOUHDFWLRQVWRVXFKSDLQDQG
inhumanity. Of the reviewers, only William Logan of the New Criterion was highly
FULWLFDORIWKHFROOHFWLRQQRWLQJWKDWLWZDV³ODUJHO\DJDOOHU\RI0DGDPH7XVVDXGKRUURUV´DQG¿QGLQJWKHRQO\UHGHHPLQJSRHP³7RR<RXQJWR0DUU\EXW1RW7RR<RXQJ
WR'LH´EHFDXVHRIWKHFRPSHOOLQJQDWXUHRIWKHVXEMHFW7KRXJKUHYLHZHUVZHUHQRW
XQDQLPRXVLQWKHLUSUDLVHRI2DWHV¶VFROOHFWLRQPRVWIRXQG2DWHV¶VSRHPVSRZHUIXOLQ
their insights on mourning and grief.
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beings were part of a single mind. Here, as sometimes happens in theoretical physics,
VFLHQWL¿FWKLQNLQJWDNHVRQDUHOLJLRXVGLPHQVLRQJLYLQJWKHQRYHODTXDVLVSLULWXDO
quality.
7KHQRYHOXVHVLWVHQYLURQPHQWDODQGVFLHQWL¿FWKHPHVWRGLVFXVVSUHVVLQJFRQWHPSRUDU\LVVXHVQRWDEO\FOLPDWHFKDQJH$O\VVD¶VFRPPLWPHQWWRHQYLURQPHQWDOMXVWLFH
LQOLIHGHPRQVWUDWHVWKDWWKH%\UQHIDPLO\ZDVORQJLQWHUHVWHGLQFOLPDWHFKDQJH7KLV
WKHPHFRPHVWRWKHIRUHSDUWLFXODUO\ZKHQ5REELHZRUNVRQDKRPHZRUNSURMHFW7KHR
assigns during a period of homeschooling. Robbie is instructed to describe “life on the
0LVVLVVLSSL´LQWKHSUHVHQWGD\DQGFRQWUDVWLWZLWKKRZLWZDVZKHQ0DUN7ZDLQZURWH
KLVQRYHOZLWKWKDWWLWOH:KDW7KHRH[SHFWVZLOOEHDVLPSOHSURMHFWWDNHVWKHEHWter part of a week, during which Robbie makes extensive notes and drawings based on
internet research. When asked for a brief report, Robbie argues that life is practically
extinct on the Mississippi River due to the toxins that humans have poured into it and
is very likely that way in all American rivers. When Robbie asks, in turn, why people
OHWWKLVKDSSHQDQGVHHVWKHZRUULHGORRNRQKLVIDWKHU¶VIDFHKHUHDVVXUHV7KHRDQG
VD\V³'RQ¶WZRUU\'DG:HPLJKWQRW¿JXUHLWRXW%XW(DUWKZLOO´
Reviews of Bewilderment, though generally quite positive, noted some issues,
SDUWLFXODUO\ZLWK3RZHUV¶VRQWKHQRVHSROLWLFDOPHVVDJLQJ,QWKH8QLWHG.LQJGRP
ZKHUHWKHQRYHOZDVVKRUWOLVWHGIRUWKHSUHVWLJLRXV%RRNHU3UL]H/HR5REVRQ¶VUHview in the New Statesman described Powers as a “handwringing novelist of ideas,”
and asserted that while these ideas lent greater weight to the heartwarming father-son
QDUUDWLYHLWDOVRPDGHWKHQRYHO¶VHPRWLRQDOHOHPHQWV³JUDWLQJ´$GDP5REHUWV¶VUHview in the Guardian HFKRHG WKHVH FRPSODLQWV DERXW 3RZHUV¶V ³GLGDFWLF´ WRQH DQG
RYHUWSUHDFKLQHVVEXWFRPSOLPHQWHGWKHQRYHO¶VVFLHQFH¿FWLRQHOHPHQWVDQGDSSUHFLDWHGWKHUHIHUHQFHVWRHDUOLHUZRUNVLQWKHJHQUH+HQRWHGWKDW7KHRRIWHQGZHOOVRQ
the 1966 novel Flowers for AlgernonE\WKH$PHULFDQVFLHQFH¿FWLRQZULWHU'DQLHO
Keyes, in which a man with an intellectual disability undergoes a type of brain surgery
¿UVWGRQHRQDPRXVHQDPHG$OJHUQRQ7KHH[SHULPHQWLVEULHÀ\VXFFHVVIXOZLWKD
PDUNHGLQFUHDVHLQWKHPDQ¶V,4EXWWKHVXFFHVVGRHVQRWODVWDUHVXOWZLWKSDUDOOHOV
in the narrative of Bewilderment.
Reviewers in the United States noted similar issues, and some felt the book failed
WR OLYH XS WR 3RZHUV¶V HDUOLHU ZRUN ,Q KLV New York Times review, Dwight Garner
FULWLFL]HGWKHQRYHO¶V³VDFFKDULQH´HQYLURQPHQWDOWKHPHVDQGRYHUUHOLDQFHRQSROLWLFV
at the expense of plot. According to Garner, Powers delivers interesting moments that
depict groundbreaking science, such as the mind synchronization between Alyssa and
Robbie, but fails to depict compelling emotional drama, terming the novel “shallowness that requests to be taken seriously.” In a more positive review, Meera Subramanian, writing for Orion Magazine, treated the novel as “an exercise in grief, personal
DQGSODQHWDU\´&RPSDUHGWR3RZHUV¶VHDUOLHUQRYHOThe Overstory, Subramanian conceded that Bewilderment felt more limited in scope and overt in its political and moral
messaging. Despite this perceived lack of subtlety, Subramanian still felt Bewilderment succeeded as an “exploration of what loneliness bears” as well as a “practice in
radical empathy.”
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UDFLDO LGHQWLW\ 7KH UHVXOW LV DQ XQVHWWOLQJ DQG
RIWHQH[KLODUDWLQJUHDGLQJH[SHULHQFH7KHSURtagonist of The Sympathizer is the Captain, an
R൶FHU LQ WKH 6RXWK 9LHWQDPHVH FRXQWHULQWHOOLgence Special Branch who, in reality, is an undercover agent spying for the Communists. As
South Vietnam falls, he is tasked with following
an ARVN general into exile in the United States
to monitor the activities of the counterrevoluWLRQDU\UHVLVWDQFHPRYHPHQWWKHUH7KLVOHDGVWR
intrigue and murder as the Captain attempts to
protect his cover and carry out his mission.
7KH&DSWDLQGHVFULEHVKLPVHOIDVWKHV\PSDthizer because he is a man divided against himVHOI7KHVRQRID)UHQFKSULHVWDQG9LHWQDPHVH
peasant, he is rejected and looked down upon
Viet Thanh Nguyen
by the Vietnamese people among whom he grew
XS 7KRXJK KH LGHQWL¿HV DV 9LHWQDPHVH KH LV
intensely conscious of his European heritage, reinforced by education in a colonial
French lycée. His allegiances are further complicated by college years in the United
6WDWHVZKLFKOHDYHKLPÀXHQWLQ(QJOLVKDQGDWWUDFWHGWR$PHULFDQSRSXODUFXOWXUH
7KRXJKKHVXSSRUWVWKH&RPPXQLVW1RUWK9LHWQDPHVHLQZKDWKHUHJDUGVDVDZDURI
anticolonial liberation, he still feels a deep connection to the French and Americans; he
KDVHPSDWK\IRUDOOVLGHV7KLVLVV\PEROL]HGE\KLVWZREORRGEURWKHUVIULHQGVZKR
had defended him from bullying in school. Bon is an ardent anti-Communist whose
IDPLO\ZDVNLOOHGE\WKHHQHP\0DQLVD&RPPXQLVWDJHQWZKRDFWVDVWKH&DSWDLQ¶V
FRQWDFWZLWKWKH1RUWK9LHWQDPHVH7KHQRYHOFXOPLQDWHVZLWKWKH&DSWDLQDQG%RQ
SDUWLFLSDWLQJLQDGRRPHGUHFRQQDLVVDQFHPLVVLRQLQWR9LHWQDP7KH\DUHFDSWXUHGDQG
LQFDUFHUDWHGLQDUHHGXFDWLRQFDPSUXQE\0DQZKRKDVEHHQVHYHUHO\GLV¿JXUHGE\
a napalm strike. Here, Man tortures the Captain because of his nonconformist spiritual
ELIXUFDWLRQ,Q0DQ¶VYLHZKHPXVWSD\IRUVLQVRIRPLVVLRQDVZHOODVFRPPLVVLRQ
7KHQRYHOHQGVZLWKWKH&DSWDLQDQG%RQRQDERDWZLWKUHIXJHHVHVFDSLQJIURP9LHWnam.
The Sympathizer purported to be the written confession that the Captain composed
for Man in the reeducation camp. The Committed (2021) continues the confessional
VW\OHRIWKH¿UVWERRN,QWKLVFDVHLWLVWKHIRUPHU&DSWDLQ¶VUHFRUGRIKLVDFWLYLWLHVLQ
Paris in the early 1980s, written in a medical rest home for a less dangerously inquisitorial audience of a lawyer and a Maoist PhD. In theory, one can enjoy The Committed
ZLWKRXWKDYLQJUHDGWKHSUHYLRXVQRYHOWKURXJKH[SRVLWLRQDQGÀDVKEDFNV1JX\HQ
ÀHVKHVRXWKLVSURWDJRQLVW¶VFKHFNHUHGKLVWRU\'HVSLWHWKLVWKHVWRU\RIWKHQDUUDWRU¶V
inner travails is such a direct continuation from The Sympathizer that readers may
want to begin with that novel before picking up the story in The Committed.
The CommittedSLFNVXSZKHUHWKHSUHYLRXVQRYHOOHIWR൵7KHQDUUDWRUKDVORVW
both his rank and his mission as a spy; he is more than ever a man without a country,
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Author: Haruki Murakami (b. 1949)
First published: Ichininso Tansu, 2020, in
Japan
Translated from the Japanese by Philip
Gabriel
Publisher: Alfred A. Knopf (New York).
256 pp.
Type of work:6KRUW¿FWLRQ
Time: 1960s–present
Locale: Japan
First Person Singular is a collection of eight
short stories by the international bestselling
author Haruki Murakami.

Courtesy Penguin Random House

First Person Singular

Principal characters
6ൺඒඈඈ the high school girlfriend of the
narrator in “With the Beatles”
7ඁൾ6ඁංඇൺൺඐൺ0ඈඇൾඒ a talking monkey
in “Confessions of a Shinagawa Monkey”
)  an unattractive woman whom the narrator of the short story “Carnaval” befriends
+ൺඋඎං0ඎඋൺൺආංDVHPL¿FWLRQDOYHUVLRQRIWKHDXWKRUZKRQDUUDWHV³7KH<DNXOW
Swallows Poetry Collection”
8ඇඇൺආൾൽඇൺඋඋൺඍඈඋ the main character in “Cream” who fails the university entrance exam
<ඈඎඇඐඈආൺඇDZDLWUHVVDQGSRHWZKRKDVDQD൵DLUZLWKWKHQDUUDWRURI³2QD
Stone Pillow”
8ඇඇൺආൾൽඇൺඋඋൺඍඈඋ a college student and music fan in “Charlie Parker Plays Bossa
Nova”
8ඇඇൺආൾൽඇൺඋඋൺඍඈඋ the main character in “First Person Singular”

7KURXJKRXWKLVFHOHEUDWHGOLWHUDU\FDUHHU-DSDQHVHDXWKRU+DUXNL0XUDNDPLKDVEHHQ
known for writing novels and stories helmed by characters who, like him, have a
YDULHW\RIHFFHQWULFLQWHUHVWVLQFOXGLQJDQD൶QLW\IRUFDWVWKH%HDWOHVMD]]PXVLF
DQGSHUVRQDOUHÀHFWLRQ$IHZRIKLVZRUNVLQFOXGLQJWKHORYHVWRU\Norwegian Wood
(1987), adopt a more realist approach, but others, particularly his short stories in the
2006 collection Blind Willow, Sleeping Woman, often place his characters in surreal
VLWXDWLRQV7KLVIUHTXHQWRYHUODSEHWZHHQ0XUDNDPL¶VSDVVLRQVDQGWKRVHRIKLVFKDUDFWHUVKDVOHGVRPHUHDGHUVWREHOLHYHWKDWWKHDXWKRU¶VFKDUDFWHUVDUHEDVHGHQWLUHO\
on himself. However, despite these parallels, Murakami and many critics insists that
his work does not fall into the designation of the classic Japanese “I-novel”—a literary
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reading the book chronologically but listening to the audiobook out of sequence, writing “both experiences felt right.” Reading the book in order allowed him to “absorb
the historical context with clarity.” However, listening to it out of sequence helped him
to “feel how that history rendered to [his] community”: “I was disoriented; I felt the
KHDYLQHVV,IHOWGHVSDLU,ZDVHPRWLRQDO,IHOWDFWLYDWHG,ZDVDQJU\,¿QLVKHGWKH
audiobook and I cried.”
7KHUDUHDOEHLWEULHIFULWLFLVPRIFour Hundred Souls, is buried in the otherwise
SRVLWLYHUHYLHZR൵HUHGE\6DEDVWLDQ0RGDNIRUWKHNew York Times. In reference the
DXGLRERRNIRUPDWKHZURWHWKDW³WKHVWRULHVFDQDW¿UVWVRXQGGLVMRLQWHGLQWKHLU
GL൵HUHQWDSSURDFKHV´+RZHYHUKHDOVRUHFRJQL]HGZKDWWKH\DOOKDYHLQFRPPRQ²
³DQXUJHQWPLVVLRQWRDXWRSV\KLVWRU\DVLW¶VORQJEHHQWDXJKWLQWKLVFRXQWU\DQGWR
pull at the threads between the past and the present as a way of showing just how intact
they are.”
In some form or fashion, each essay articulates how ongoing generations have inKHULWHGIRXUKXQGUHG\HDUVRIIUHHGRP¿JKWLQJDJDLQVWUDFLDORSSUHVVLRQDVVWUXFWXUDO
forms of racism continue to evolve in America. Despite this recognition, the book
leaves the reader or listener open to the possibility of the collective societal power to
create a new world order as editor Keisha Blain poses the question, “Are we our ancesWRUV¶ZLOGHVWGUHDPV"´:KLOHVKHLVQRWFRQYLQFHGWKDWKHUTXHVWLRQFDQEHDQVZHUHG
LQWKHD൶UPDWLYHVKHGRHVEHOLHYHWKDW³ZHFDQKHOSFKDUWRXWDSDWKWKDWOHDGVXVDOO
to a better future—the kind of future that will more closely resemble” those dreams.
Author Biography
Ibram X. Kendi is the founding director of the Boston University Center for Antiracist
Research, the Andrew W. Mellon Professor of Humanities at Boston University, and a
0DF$UWKXU)HOORZ+HKDVZULWWHQHLJKWERRNVLQFOXGLQJ¿YHQXPEHURQH1HZ
<RUN7LPHV%HVW6HOOHUV+LVERRNStamped from the Beginning won the 2016 National
Book Award.
Keisha N. Blain is an associate professor of history at the University of Pittsburgh.
A 2022 New America National Fellow, she is the author of Set the World on Fire:
Black Nationalist Women and the Global Struggle for Freedom (2018) and Until I Am
Free: Fannie Lou Hamer’s Enduring Message to America (2021).
Valandra, MBA, MSW, PhD
Review Sources
Review of Four Hundred Souls: A Community History of African America, 1619–
2019, edited by Ibram X. Kendi and Keisha N. Blain. Kirkus Reviews, 1 Feb.
2021, www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/ibram-x-kendi/four-hundred-souls.
Accessed 10 Oct. 2021.

301

King of the Blues
The Rise and Reign of B. B. King

In .LQJ RI WKH %OXHV 7KH 5LVH DQG 5HLJQ
of B. B. King, Daniel de Visé chronicles the
life and career of the titular acclaimed blues
singer and guitarist, whom he presents as
RQH RI WKH PRVW LQÀXHQWLDO $PHULFDQ PXVLcians of the twentieth century.

Courtesy Grove/Atlantic, Inc.

Author: Daniel de Visé
Publisher: Atlantic Monthly Press
(New York). Illustrated. 496 pp.
Type of work: Biography
Time:í
Locales:0LVVLVVLSSL0HPSKLV7HQQHVVHH
elsewhere in the United States

Principal personages
5ංඅൾඒ%³%%´.ංඇ í  an acclaimed blues musician
1ඈඋൺ(අඅൺ3ඎඅඅൾඒ his mother
$අൻൾඋඍ.ංඇ his father
%ඈඈൾඋ7:ൺඌඁංඇඍඈඇ³%ඎൺ´:ඁංඍൾ his cousin, a Delta-blues musician
0ൺඋඍඁൺ/ൾൾ'ൾඇඍඈඇKLV¿UVWZLIH
6ඎൾ&ൺඋඈඅ+ൺඅඅ his second wife
1ඈඋආൺඇ0ൺඍඍඁൾඐඌ his close friend and longtime member of his entourage
:ංඅඅංඌ³%ൾൻඈඉ´(ൽඐൺඋൽඌ-උDQRWKHUFORVHIULHQGDQGPHPEHURI.LQJ¶VHQWRXUDJH
&ൺඍඈ:ൺඅൾඋ-උ his longtime driver
3ඈඅඅඒ:ൺඅൾඋ&DWR:DONHU¶VZLIHDQG.LQJ¶VORQJWLPHVHFUHWDU\
/ൺ9ൾඋඇൾ7ඈඇൾඒ.LQJ¶VORQJWLPHSHUVRQDODVVLVWDQW
6ංൽඇൾඒ$අൾඑൺඇൽൾඋ6ൾංൽൾඇൻൾඋ his manager for several decades

$ 3XOLW]HU 3UL]HíZLQQLQJ LQYHVWLJDWLYH MRXUQDOLVW 'DQLHO GH 9LVp PDGH D QDPH IRU
himself as a biographer with works such as Andy & Don: The Making of a Friendship and a Classic American TV Show   DERXW SHUIRUPHUV$QG\ *UL൶WK DQG
Don Knotts, and The Comeback: Greg Lemond, Thirty-Odd Shotgun Pellets, and the
World’s Greatest Bicycle Race (2018), a biography of cyclist Greg LeMond. With the
2021 book King of the Blues: The Rise and Reign of B. B. King, de Visé continues in
that vein, bringing his own passion for music into a project that required numerous
years of interviews and research into the life of the legendary blues performer B. B.
King. A vocalist, guitarist, and band leader, King made substantial contributions to the
blues genre as well as to music as a whole throughout his career, especially during the
ODWWHUKDOIRIWKHWZHQWLHWKFHQWXU\:KLOH.LQJ¶VOLIHDQGFDUHHUKDVSUHYLRXVO\EHHQ

