PUBLISHER’S NOTE

Magill’s Literary Annual, 2021IROORZVDORQJWUDGLWLRQEHJLQQLQJLQRIR൵HULQJ
readers incisive reviews of the major literature published during the previous calendar year.
7KHMagill’s Literary Annual series seeks to critically evaluate 150 major examples of seriRXVOLWHUDWXUHERWK¿FWLRQDQGQRQ¿FWLRQSXEOLVKHGLQ(QJOLVKIURPZULWHUVLQWKH8QLWHG
6WDWHVDQGDURXQGWKHZRUOG7KHSKLORVRSK\EHKLQGRXUVHOHFWLRQSURFHVVLVWRFRYHUZRUNV
WKDWDUHOLNHO\WREHRILQWHUHVWWRJHQHUDOUHDGHUVWKDWUHÀHFWSXEOLVKLQJWUHQGVWKDWDGGWR
the careers of authors being taught and researched in literature programs, and that will
VWDQGWKHWHVWRIWLPH%\¿OWHULQJWKHWKRXVDQGVRIERRNVSXEOLVKHGHYHU\\HDUGRZQWR
QRWDEOHWLWOHVWKHHGLWRUVKDYHSURYLGHGOLEUDULDQVZLWKDQH[FHOOHQWUHDGHU¶VDGYLVRU\WRRO
and patrons with fodder for book discussion groups and a guide for choosing worthwhile
UHDGLQJPDWHULDO7KHHVVD\UHYLHZVLQWKH$QQXDOSURYLGHDPRUHDFDGHPLF³UHIHUHQFH´
review of a work than is typically found in newspapers and other periodical sources.
7KHUHYLHZVLQWKHWZRYROXPHMagill’s Literary Annual, 2021 are arranged alphabetically
by title. At the beginning of each volume is a complete alphabetical list of all covered
ERRNVWKDWSURYLGHVUHDGHUVZLWKWKHWLWOHDQGDXWKRU,QDGGLWLRQUHDGHUVZLOOEHQH¿WIURP
a brief description of each work in the volume. Every essay is approximately four pages in
length. Each one begins with a block of reference information in a standard order:
• )XOO%RRN7LWOHLQFOXGLQJDQ\VXEWLWOH
• Author: Name, with birth year, and death year when applicable
• First published: Original foreign-language title, with year and country,
when pertinent
• Original language and translator name, when pertinent
• ,QWURGXFWLRQ)RUHZRUGHWFZLWKZULWHU¶VQDPHZKHQSHUWLQHQW
• Publisher: Company name and city, and the number of pages
• Type of work (chosen from standard categories):





Anthropology
Archaeology
Autobiography
Biography
&XUUHQWD൵DLUV
Diary
Drama
Economics
Education
Environment
Essays
Ethics
Film

Fine arts
History
History of science
Language
Law
Letters
Literary biography
Literary criticism
Literary history
Literary theory
Media
Medicine
Memoir
vii
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Miscellaneous
Music
Natural history
Nature
Novel
Novella
Philosophy
Poetry
•
•
•
•













Psychology
Religion
Science
6KRUW¿FWLRQ
Sociology
7HFKQRORJ\
7UDYHO
:RPHQ¶VLVVXHV

Time: Period represented, when pertinent
Locale: Location represented, when pertinent
Capsule description of the work
Principal characters IRUQRYHOVVKRUW¿FWLRQ RUPrincipal personages
(for bibliographies, history): List of people, with brief descriptions, when
pertinent

7KHWH[WRIHDFKHVVD\UHYLHZDQDO\]HVDQGSUHVHQWVWKHIRFXVLQWHQWDQGUHODWLYHVXFcess of the author, as well as the makeup and point of view of the work under discussion.
7RDVVLVWUHDGHUVIXUWKHUHVVD\VDUHVXSSOHPHQWHGE\DOLVWRIDGGLWLRQDO³5HYLHZ6RXUFHV´
IRUIXUWKHUVWXG\LQDELEOLRJUDSKLFIRUPDW(YHU\HVVD\LQFOXGHVDVLGHEDUR൵HULQJDEULHI
ELRJUDSK\RIWKHDXWKRURUDXWKRUV7KXPEQDLOSKRWRJUDSKVRIERRNFRYHUVDQGDXWKRUVDUH
included as available.
7KUHHLQGH[HVFDQEHIRXQGDWWKHHQGRIYROXPH,,
• &DWHJRU\,QGH[*URXSVDOOWLWOHVLQWRVXEMHFWDUHDVVXFKDVFXUUHQWD൵DLUV
and social issues, ethics and law, history, literary biography, philosophy
DQGUHOLJLRQSV\FKRORJ\DQGZRPHQ¶VLVVXHV
• 7LWOH,QGH[/LVWVDOOZRUNVUHYLHZHGLQDOSKDEHWLFDORUGHUZLWKDQ\UHO
evant cross references.
• $XWKRU,QGH[/LVWVERRNVFRYHUHGLQWKH$QQXDOE\HDFKDXWKRU¶VQDPH
A searchable cumulative index, listing all books reviewed in Magill’s Literary
Annual between 1977 and 2021, as well as in Magill’s History Annual (1983) and
Magill’s Literary Annual, History and Biography (1984 and 1985), can be found at
online.salempress.com.
Our special thanks go to the outstanding writers who lend their time and knowledge
WRWKLVSURMHFWHYHU\\HDU7KHQDPHVRIDOOFRQWULEXWLQJUHYLHZHUVDUHOLVWHGLQWKHEHginning of Volume I, as well as at the end of their individual reviews.
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The Address Book
What Street Addresses Reveal about Identity, Race, Wealth, and Power

This globe-trotting history of street addresses takes the reader on journeys from ancient
Rome to Nazi Germany and modern-day
Kolkata, India. Deirdre Mask moves across
space and time to introduce the reader to the
surprising complexities and social dynamics
behind the systematic use of street naming
and numbering systems.
Principal personages
0ൺඋඍඁൺ%ൺർඈඇ a New York city socialite
of the Gilded Age who lived at 1 Park Avenue
5ඈඅൺඇൽ%ൺඋඍඁൾඌ a twentieth-century French literary theorist
%ൾඇඃൺආංඇ,ඌඋൺൾඅ a resident of Hollywood, Florida, and social justice advocate for
naming streets
0ඈඈൾඇ0ඈඈൾඇ the chief justice of the Constitutional Court of South Africa
6ඎൻඁൺඌඁංඌ1ൺඍඁDSURMHFWPDQDJHUIRUWKHQRQSUR¿W$GGUHVVLQJWKH8QDGGUHVVHG
%ඈൻൻඒ6ൺඇൽඌ a member of the Irish Republican Army (IRA) who died during a
hunger strike in Northern Ireland in 1981
-ඈඁඇ6ඇඈඐ a nineteenth-century doctor who studied the epidemiology of cholera
using London street addresses
0ൺඋංൺ7ඁൾඋൾඌൺ the eighteenth-century empress of the Habsburg Empire
0ൾඅඏංඇ:ඁංඍൾ the founder of Beloved Streets of America

Courtesy St. Martin’s Publishing Group

Author: Deirdre Mask
Publisher: 6W 0DUWLQ¶V 3UHVV 1HZ <RUN 
336 pp.
Type of work: Sociology, history, current
D൵DLUV

$XWKRU'HLUGUH0DVNLQWKHFRQFOXVLRQRIDFKDSWHUFRQFHUQLQJ1D]L*HUPDQ\¶VXVH
of street names to erase the Jewish past and presence in the country, introduces the
reader to the German word Vergangenheitsbewältigung, which she explains as combining the concepts of “the past” and “the process of coming to terms or coping.”
0RGHUQ*HUPDQ\¶VVWUXJJOHWRHQJDJHZLWKWKHSRZHUSDVWDQGKDWUHGHPEHGGHGLQ
LWVVWUHHWQDPHVGXHWR1D]LDQG&ROG:DUKLVWRU\EHFRPHVRQHRIWKHPRVWFRPSHOling narratives within The Address Book: What Street Addresses Reveal about Identity, Race, Wealth, and Power (2020). Vergangenheitsbewältigung 0DVN FODUL¿HV
underlines that engagement with the past is a process and, perhaps, a process that can
never be fully resolved. Yet, she notes that the meaning of the term “is universal. We
DOOKDYHWKHQHHGWRFRQIURQWWKHSDVWPHPRULDOL]HLWVWUXJJOHZLWKLWGRsomething

2

Magill’s Literary Annual 2021

Courtesy St. Martin’s Publishing Group

ZLWKLW7KDWVRPHWKLQJRIWHQLQYROYHVVWUHHW
QDPHV´,QDZD\0DVN¶VGHVFULSWLRQRIWKLV
term encapsulates the central project of her
larger book. In The Address Book, she explores the cultural history of street naming
and numbering from ancient Roman times
to the present day and in various case studies drawn from locations across much of the
globe. Her project is primarily concerned
with the association between street addresses
and social identity. Mask argues that street
DGGUHVVHVKDYHORQJEHHQVHHQE\FLWL]HQVDV
part of the mechanism of surveillance and
power, since they are historically imposed
DV RUJDQL]LQJ V\VWHPV E\ JRYHUQPHQWV IRU
purposes including conscripted military serDeirdre Mask
vice and taxation. However, lack of access to
street addresses can also be a form of social
RSSUHVVLRQDIDFWWKDW0DVNLQYHVWLJDWHVDVVKHFRQVLGHUVWKHUDPL¿FDWLRQVRIKRPHlessness or slum residency on populations throughout the world. Ultimately, Mask
helps the reader to understand that the naming and numbering of streets is closely connected to the values and structures of societies. Commemorating or erasing the names
of people or events within the street grid of cities reveals racial, socioeconomic, and
power dynamics within a society.
0DVN¶VERRNRSHQVZLWKDQLQWURGXFWRU\FKDSWHUWLWOHG³:K\'R6WUHHW$GGUHVVHV
Matter?” and closes with a conclusion that explores the possible digital futures of
VWUHHWDGGUHVVHV,QEHWZHHQWKHVHFKDSWHUVWKHERRNLVRUJDQL]HGLQWR¿YHVHFWLRQV
:LWKLQHDFKVHFWLRQLQGLYLGXDOFKDSWHUVSUHVHQWFDVHVWXGLHVUHODWHGWRWKHVHFWLRQ¶V
FRQFHSWXDOIRFXV7KH¿UVWVHFWLRQ³'HYHORSPHQW´FRQVLGHUVLQQRYDWLYHFXUUHQWXVHV
of numbering streets in Kolkata, India, and Haiti to address current social issues. In
.RONDWDVKHH[SORUHVWKHLPSDFWRIQRQSUR¿WVWKDWDUHZRUNLQJWRJLYHVOXPUHVLGHQWV
addresses that can be used to access bank accounts and numerous social services. In
Haiti, she looks to the potential of street addresses to assist in successful epidemiology
LQGHYHORSLQJFRXQWULHV7KHVHFRQGVHFWLRQ³2ULJLQV´R൵HUVIRXUFDVHVWXG\FKDSWHUV
focused on the history of street addresses in locations in Europe and the United States.
,WV¿QDOFDVHVWXG\FKDSWHUWLWOHG³0XVW6WUHHWV%H1DPHG"´DWWHPSWVWRFKDOOHQJH
WKH:HVWHUQRUJDQL]DWLRQDOPRGHOE\ORRNLQJDWWKHH[DPSOHRI.RUHDDQG-DSDQ7KH
third section of the book, “Politics,” introduces the role of naming streets in watershed political movements. Here, the example chapters are focused on Iran and Berlin.
“Race,” the fourth section of the book, brings two chapters about the United States into
GLDORJXHZLWKDWKLUGFKDSWHUIRFXVHGRQ6RXWK$IULFD7KH¿QDOVHFWLRQRIWKHERRN
is titled “Class and Status.” It pairs a chapter on Manhattan and the peculiar streetnaming economies of the ultrarich with a chapter on homelessness and the impact of
living without a street address.
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5HYLHZVULJKWO\SUDLVHG0DVN¶VERRNIRULWVJOREDOVWUXFWXUHDQGLWVIRFXVRQVRFLDO
justice. However, it should be noted that the United States, the United Kingdom, and
(XURSHDUHWKHGRPLQDQWIRFXVRIWKHERRN7KHPDMRULW\RIFKDSWHUVUHYROYHDURXQG
H[DPSOHVLQWKHVHSODFHV7KRXJKFRPSHOOLQJWKHH[DPSOHFKDSWHUVGUDZQIURPRWKHU
parts of the world also read to some degree as cultural curiosities that remind readers
that there are places in the world where traditions have evolved outside of European
dominance. Further, several of these global locations are intimately associated with
VWRULHV RI (XURSHDQHPSLUH7KHFKDSWHUWLWOHG³,UDQ´IRFXVHV DV PXFKRQ 1RUWKHUQ
Ireland as it does on Iran. It is concerned with the story of Bobby Sands, a member
of the Irish Republican Army whose death made him a hero to Iranians who, like
WKH,ULVKZHUHVWUXJJOLQJXQGHU%ULWLVKLQÀXHQFH6LPLODUO\KHUGLVFXVVLRQVRI6RXWK
Africa and of Kolkata, though focused on issues of racism and slum housing, are also
inseparably linked to the history of the British Empire. It is hard to escape a historical
trajectory in which street names and numbers are linked to the hegemony and global
reach of European empires.
:LWKLQ WKLV IUDPHZRUN 0DVN¶V GHGLFDWLRQ RI D FKDSWHU WR WKH KLVWRU\ RI VWUHHW
names (or general lack thereof) in ancient Rome is particularly interesting. Later in
WKH ERRN 0DVN LGHQWL¿HV WKDW PRGHUQ FRQYHQWLRQV RI VWUHHW QDPLQJ KDYH WKHLU RULgins in eighteenth-century Europe. By contrast, she observes, there were few named
streets in ancient Rome. Instead, scholars have recreated the lived experience of the
ancient city through contrasting sensory realms, as well as through the urban studies
FRQFHSWVRIQRGHVDQGHGJHV GHULYHGIURPWKHZRUNRI.HYLQ/\QFK 7KLVFKDSWHULV
0DVN¶VRQO\H[DPSOHGUDZQIURPWKHDQFLHQWZRUOGVRLWLVDQRXWOLHUZLWKLQWKHODUJHU
temporal and intellectual structure of the book. In a sense, ancient Rome plays a role
VLPLODUWRWKDWRI.RONDWD7RN\RDQGRWKHUQRQ:HVWHUQORFDWLRQVZLWKLQWKHERRN
,WVVWRU\UHSUHVHQWVDGL൵HUHQWZD\RIVWUXFWXULQJDQGXQGHUVWDQGLQJXUEDQVSDFHDQG
HPSKDVL]HVWKDWWKHQDPLQJDQGQXPEHULQJV\VWHPVRISODFHDQGSULYLOHJHDUHQHLWKHU
natural nor universal, but rather culturally situated products of the development of
KXPDQFLYLOL]DWLRQ
Mask writes with a journalistic and conversational tone, delivering serious historiFDOUHVHDUFKLQDQHQMR\DEOHFDGHQFH-XVWDVVKHJHQHUDOO\RUJDQL]HVHDFKFKDSWHURQ
a single case-study location, she also focuses most chapters on a central individuDO7KHVHYDULRXVFRQWHPSRUDU\DQGKLVWRULFDOSHUVRQDHKHOSWREULQJSHUVRQDOLW\WR
0DVN¶V FDVH VWXGLHV 7KHVH FHQWUDO LQGLYLGXDOV SUHVHQW D PRUH VXFFHVVIXO PRGHO RI
cultural pluralism than the distribution of global chapter topics. Across the chapters
of the book, readers meet social justice workers from various countries, races, and
backgrounds, but they also meet lesser-known European royalty, technology workers,
DQG*LOGHG$JHVRFLDOLWHV7KURXJKWKHVHLQGLYLGXDOVWRULHV0DVNH[DPLQHVDUDQJH
of challenges concerning past, present, and anticipated future structures of naming and
QXPEHULQJ VWUHHWV 6KH DOVR FDSDEO\ HPSKDVL]HV KHU SRLQW WKDW ¿QGLQJ DQG ODEHOLQJ
RQH¶VSODFHLQWKHZRUOGLVDSURFHVVWKDWWUDQVFHQGVUDFLDODQGVRFLDOFODVVGL൵HUHQFHV
even as the systems of power and discrimination in a society might constrain an indiYLGXDO¶VUHODWLRQVKLSWRSODFHPDNLQJ
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6RPH RI WKH PRVW LQWHUHVWLQJ LQWHUSUHWLYH PRPHQWV LQ 0DVN¶V VWXG\ KDYH WR GR
with the interpretation of histories and labels of place alongside the stories of common
FLWL]HQV$VR൶FLDOVLQWKH+DEVEXUJ(PSLUHFDUULHGRXWDFDPSDLJQWRQXPEHUDQG
record each street address, residents who sought to resist the power and knowledge of
the monarch removed street numbers in the night or lied about the demographics of
members in their household. By contrast, in Kolkata, slum residents eagerly sought to
have their homes numbered, thronging for the assistance of Subhashis Nath, a projHFWPDQDJHUIRUWKHQRQSUR¿WRUJDQL]DWLRQ$GGUHVVLQJWKH8QDGGUHVVHG*DLQLQJDQ
address could give these slum residents access to the social safety net, but it could
DOVRKHOSWRFRXQWHUDFWWKHOLQJHULQJUHVXOWVRIWKH%ULWLVK(PSLUH¶VZLOOIXOEOLQGQHVV
WR WKHVH GHQVH XUEDQ DUHDV 0HOYLQ :KLWH¶V ZRUN WR UHYLWDOL]H 0DUWLQ /XWKHU .LQJ
Jr. Drive in St. Louis and like-named streets in other urban centers draws the reader
starkly to the everyday history and violence of racism in the United States. Named in
KRQRURIRQHRIWKHQDWLRQ¶VPRVWVLJQL¿FDQWFLYLOULJKWVOHDGHUVWKHVHVWUHHWVDUHRIWHQ
VKXQQHGE\:KLWHFRPPXQLWLHVGHYHORSHUVDQGHQWUHSUHQHXUV7KHKRQRUL¿FODEHORI
WKHVWUHHWVFDXVHVWKHPWREHDGLUHFWUHÀHFWLRQRIWKHQDWLRQ¶VKLVWRU\RIUDFLVPDQG
discrimination in the urban environment.
The Address BookR൵HUVDJOREDODQGKLVWRULFDOO\DPELWLRXVKLVWRU\RIQDPLQJDQG
QXPEHULQJVWUHHWV0DVNPDNHVWKLVVSHFLDOL]HGDQGDFDGHPLFWRSLFERWKDFFHVVLEOH
DQG HQMR\DEOH ZKLOH LQWURGXFLQJ WKH JHQHUDO UHDGHU WR WKH GHHS LQÀXHQFH RI XUEDQ
infrastructure on the lives of residents. Because systems of street addresses are put in
SODFHE\JRYHUQPHQWV ZKHWKHUORFDOUHJLRQDORUQDWLRQDO WKH\UHÀHFWWKHVRFLDODQG
cultural values of the societies in which they are established. Race, socioeconomics,
and power are built into the very fabric of lives and have been throughout human history. By studying both the urban history of addresses and working to come to terms
ZLWKWKDWKLVWRU\0DVNLQYLWHVUHDGHUVWRUHÀHFWRQWKHLURZQSRVLWLRQZLWKLQWKHVH
systems of labeling and ordering places. She reminds the reader that established systems of addresses seem permanent and immutable—but they are actually culturally
constituted and subject to change. Importantly, she concludes with the warning that
people would do well to think about the current and future role of technology in these
systems of naming and numbering. Unlike the residents of eighteenth-century Europe
ZKRFRXOGUHPRYHVWUHHWQXPEHUVIURPWKHLUKRXVHVLQGLYLGXDOJOREDOFLWL]HQVPLJKW
KDYHIHZRSSRUWXQLWLHVIRUSHUVRQDODJHQF\RURSWRXWVZLWKLQGLJLWL]HGV\VWHPVRIWKH
present or the future. She leaves the reader to ponder the social impact of such future
technological systems of addresses—will they be egalitarian, discriminatory, part of
WKH VXUYHLOODQFH VWDWH RU HYHQ SHQDO" 7KH GL൵HUHQW RXWFRPHV FRXOG KDYH YHU\ UHDO
consequences, a fact made clearer through the conclusions and evidence intriguingly
laid out in The Address Book.
Author Biography
The Address Book  LVWKH¿UVWERRNZULWWHQE\'HLUGUH0DVNDODZ\HUDQGZULWHU
whose essays have been published in such venues as the Economist, the Guardian, and
the New York Times, among other prominent publications.
Julia A. Sienkewicz, PhD
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The Invisible Life of Addie LaRue

7KH ,QYLVLEOH /LIH RI$GGLH /DUXH tells the
story of a young woman who promises her
soul to an ancient godlike power in exchange
for immortality, with unforeseen consequences.

Courtesy Tom Doherty Associates

Author: V. E. Schwab (b. 1987)
Publisher:7RU%RRNV 1HZ<RUN SS
Type of work: Novel
Time: 1698–2016
Locales: France, Italy, Germany, England,
and the United States

Principal characters
$ൽൾඅංඇൾ³$ൽൽංൾ´/ൺ5ඎൾ a young woman
who was born in Villon-sur-Sarthe,
France, in 1691
(ඌඍൾඅൾ0ൺඋංඍඍൾ an elderly woman in Villon
who teaches her about the existence of the old gods
/ඎർ a.k.a. the darkness, an ancient power who makes deals with humans in exchange for their souls
+ൾඇඋඒ6ඍඋൺඎඌඌDWZHQW\¿UVWFHQWXU\PDQZKRZRUNVLQDERRNVWRUHDQGKDVD
curse of his own
%ൾൺඍඋංർൾ³%ൾൺ´&ൺඅൽඐൾඅඅ+HQU\¶VIULHQGDJUDGXDWHVWXGHQW
5ඈൻൻංൾ+HQU\¶VIULHQGDQGH[ER\IULHQGDQDFWRU
7ඈൻඒ0ൺඋඌඁRQHRI$GGLH¶VWZHQW\¿UVWFHQWXU\ORYHUVDPXVLFLDQ
6ൺආൺඇඍඁൺ³6ൺආ´%ൾඇඇංඇRQHRI$GGLH¶VWZHQW\¿UVWFHQWXU\ORYHUVDYLVXDODUWist
5ൾආඒ/ൺඎඋൾඇඍDQHLJKWHHQWKFHQWXU\)UHQFKPDQZKRLQÀXHQFHV$GGLH¶VORYHRI
reading

V. E. Schwab is the best-selling author of several novels for adults as well as numerous
works for young-adult and middle-grade readers. Yet she moves away from the established universes of her existing fantasy works and tells a story three hundred years in
the making in the 2020 novel The Invisible Life of Addie LaRue7KLVVWDQGDORQHZRUN
is about isolation, visibility, and the unexpected consequences of immortality.
)ROORZLQJDEULHISURORJXHWKDWKLQWVDWWKHHYHQWVXQGHUO\LQJWKHQRYHO¶VSUHPLVH
the narrative begins in New York City in 2014. One March morning, Adeline “AdGLH´/D5XHDZDNHQVLQWKHDSDUWPHQWRIPXVLFLDQ7RE\0DUVKZLWKZKRPVKHVSHQW
WKHSUHYLRXVQLJKW$OWKRXJKVKHUHPHPEHUVWKHLUHYHQLQJWRJHWKHUFRPSOHWHO\7RE\
upon awakening, does not. Contrary to his belief, his lack of memory is not a result of
overconsumption of alcohol the night before. Rather, he is subject to the same ailment
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WKDW KDV D൷LFWHG HYHU\ KXPDQ ZLWK ZKRP
Addie has interacted over the previous three
hundred years: despite having spoken to or
VSHQWVLJQL¿FDQWWLPHZLWKKHUDQLQGLYLGXDO
will forget her after falling asleep or passLQJWKURXJKDGRRUZD\$IWHUOHDYLQJ7RE\¶V
home, Addie goes about her day and in so
doing demonstrates to the reader how her
PDJLFDOO\ HQIRUFHG DQRQ\PLW\ D൵HFWV KHU
ability to function within society. Unable to
hold on to any possessions for long, as they
inevitably disappear or are destroyed or lost
in various accidents, she is forced to steal
food, money, and clothing. Being instantly
forgotten prevents her from purchasing or
renting a home, which prompts her to take
V. E. Schwab
refuge in the homes of her short-term lovers,
VXFKDV7RE\RUDUWLVW6DPDQWKD³6DP´%HQning, or within the vacant apartments of individuals she met on previous nights. AdGLH¶VLWLQHUDQWOLIHVW\OHLVFOHDUO\DFKDOOHQJLQJDQGGUDLQLQJRQH+RZHYHULWKDVDOVR
enabled her to travel the world and discover new things every day, even after living
for years in the same city.
7KHQDUUDWLYHWKHQVKLIWVEDFNZDUGLQWLPHPRUHWKDQWKUHHKXQGUHG\HDUVLQRUGHU
WRH[SODLQKRZ$GGLH¶VVWUDQJHLQYLVLEOHOLIHEHJDQ7KHSRUWLRQRIWKHQRYHOGHDOLQJ
with her past begins in the year 1698, at which time she is a seven-year-old child living with her parents in Villon-sur-Sarthe, France. An inquisitive child who dreams of
exploring the world outside her village, she is delighted to accompany her father, a
woodworker, to the market in the nearby city of Le Mans and continues to aspire to
leave home one day following that experience. Over the subsequent years, she retains
that curiosity and also learns a great deal from elderly villager Estele, who teaches her
how to pray to and ask for assistance from beings known as the old gods. Estele also
cautions her never to pray to gods that answer after dark.
'HVSLWH$GGLH¶VGHVLUHWRVHHWKHZRUOGKHUIDPLO\DQGFRPPXQLW\LQFUHDVLQJO\
pressure her to marry and settle down in the village as she grows older. She credits
KHUSUD\HUVWRWKHROGJRGVIRUWKZDUWLQJDWWHPSWVWRPDUU\KHUR൵%\WKHWLPHVKH
is twenty-three, however, Addie is no longer able to escape her fate and is forcibly
EHWURWKHGWRDORFDOZLGRZHU2QWKHGD\RIKHUZHGGLQJVKHÀHHVLQWRWKHIRUHVWDQG
prays to the old gods for assistance, initially to no avail. Unbeknownst to Addie, the
VXQVHWVZKLOHVKHLVLQWKHIRUHVWDQGVKHLQDGYHUWHQWO\EUHDNV(VWHOH¶VFDUGLQDOUXOH
7KHEHLQJZKRDSSHDUVLQWKHIRUHVWZKRP$GGLHUHIHUVWRLQLWLDOO\DV³WKHGDUNQHVV´
and later by the name Luc, makes her a deal: he will grant her time to live freely and
do as she wishes, but when she no longer wishes to live, he will claim her soul.
6RRQ$GGLHGLVFRYHUVWKDW/XF¶VJLIWRIIUHHGRPFRPHVZLWKDSULFHEH\RQGKHU
VRXO7KH SHRSOH LQ KHU YLOODJH LQFOXGLQJ KHU RZQ SDUHQWV KDYH IRUJRWWHQ KHU DQG
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everyone she encounters continues to forget her after they sleep or leave the room.
In addition, as Addie discovers, she is incapable of saying her own name and cannot
ZULWHGUDZRURWKHUZLVHFRPPXQLFDWHWKURXJKYLVXDOPHDQV7KRVHUHVWULFWLRQVLPmediately become problematic when she seeks help in Villon-sur-Sarthe, only to be
met with suspicion as a stranger. After deeply upsetting encounters with her parents
DQGDFKLOGKRRGIULHQG$GGLHÀHHVWKHYLOODJHDQGVWUXJJOHVWRVXUYLYHDVVKHPDNHV
KHUZD\¿UVWWR/H0DQVDQGODWHUWR3DULV
Over the course of the novel, the narrative alternates between the events taking
SODFHLQWKHQDUUDWLYH¶VSUHVHQWDQGWKHHYHQWVRI$GGLH¶VSDVWGHWDLOLQJKHUHDUO\HIforts to acquire food and shelter in Paris and her eventual travels elsewhere. As she
VX൵HUVGXULQJKHUHDUO\\HDUVRILQYLVLELOLW\VKHFRPHVWRUHDOL]HWKDW/XFLVVHHNLQJ
WRPDNHKHUOLIHDVGL൶FXOWDVSRVVLEOHZLWKWKHJRDORIIRUFLQJKHUWRVXUUHQGHUKHU
soul to him sooner rather than later. Although his intermittent visits to her at times test
her resolve, Addie is adamantly opposed to forfeiting her soul and focuses on the new
sights and experiences her immortality and forgettability have made available to her,
LQFOXGLQJ D GHJUHH RI IUHHGRP UDUHO\ D൵RUGHG WR ZRPHQ GXULQJ WKH HLJKWHHQWK DQG
nineteenth centuries.
Meanwhile, in 2014, Addie engages in her typical practice of shoplifting while
visiting a newly discovered bookstore but is shocked to discover that the store clerk,
Henry Strauss, continues to remember her even after she leaves the store. She is confused and fascinated by Henry, who is the only being other than Luc to have remembered her in three centuries and, as she later learns, the only person to whom she can
WHOOKHUUHDOQDPH7KHWZREHJLQDURPDQFHDQGDIWHUVHYHUDODZNZDUGLQWHUDFWLRQV
ZLWK+HQU\¶VIULHQGVZKRFRQWLQXDOO\IDLOWRUHPHPEHU$GGLHGHVSLWHKDYLQJPHWKHU
on previous occasions, she tells him the truth about her history and the deal she made
ZLWK/XF+HQU\QRWRQO\EHOLHYHV$GGLH¶VVWRU\EXWUHYHDOVDVXUSULVLQJEXWFUXFLDO
WUXWK DERXW KLV RZQ GHDOLQJV ZLWK /XF$V WKH QRYHO FRQWLQXHV WKH WKUHDW RI /XF¶V
interference remains a concern, as the ancient being has plans of his own for the pair.
An engaging and thought-provoking work, The Invisible Life of Addie LaRue presents a sweeping narrative that makes deft use of multiple narrative timelines. Calling
attention to the relationship between past and present, the portions of the narrative
GHDOLQJ ZLWK$GGLH¶V OLIH EHWZHHQ WKH ODWH VHYHQWHHQWK DQG PLGWZHQWLHWK FHQWXULHV
R൵HUYDOXDEOHFRQWH[WIRUXQGHUVWDQGLQJ$GGLH¶VEHKDYLRUDQGHPRWLRQVLQWKHPRGHUQ
world. Meanwhile, the portions of the novel set in 2014 call back to those events in
DGGLWLRQWRKLQWLQJDWVHFUHWVIURPWKHSDVWWKDWDUH\HWWREHUHYHDOHG 7KHVHLQFOXGH
a traumatic experience in New Orleans that is hinted at early on but not explored until
late in the story.) As a character, Addie is greatly shaped by the circumstances she has
KDGWRHQGXUHDQGKHULQQHUVWUHQJWKDQGGHWHUPLQDWLRQWRHQGXUHGHVSLWH/XF¶VEHVW
H൵RUWVWRWRUPHQWKHUPDNHKHUDSDUWLFXODUO\DSSHDOLQJSURWDJRQLVW+HQU\LVOLNHZLVH
VKDSHGVLJQL¿FDQWO\E\WKHFKDOOHQJLQJH[SHULHQFHVRIKLVSDVWDQGWRJHWKHU$GGLH
DQG+HQU\DUHDFRPSHOOLQJSDLUZKRVHÀDZVPDNHWKHPDOOWKHPRUHLQWHUHVWLQJ
In addition to its central premise and compelling relationships, The Invisible Life
of Addie LaRue is particularly intriguing in its engagement with the world of visual
art, which Addie has found to be one of few means of making an impression upon
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the world prior to the start of the 2014 timeline. While her curse prevents her from
writing, drawing, or otherwise creating marks of her own existence, the people she
encounters do not experience the same restriction, and multiple works of art have
featured her—primarily in the form of her distinctive seven freckles—throughout hisWRU\7KHQDUUDWLYHLVLQWHUVSHUVHGZLWKH[DPSOHVRIWKRVHZRUNVRIDUWSUHVHQWHGLQ
WKHIRUPRIJDOOHU\RUH[KLELWLRQEOXUEVZKLFKGHPRQVWUDWH$GGLH¶VLQÀXHQFHRYHUWKH
course of three hundred years. In addition to serving as useful narrative devices that
KHOSWLHWRJHWKHUWKHQDUUDWLYH¶VGL൵HUHQWSDUWVWKRVHGHVFULSWLRQV²DQGWKHSRUWLRQVRI
WKHQRYHOGHDOLQJZLWK$GGLH¶VDUWLVWLFLQÀXHQFHDVDZKROH²DSWO\GHPRQVWUDWHDUW¶V
FDSDELOLW\WRSUHVHUYHLQGLYLGXDOV¶OLNHQHVVHVRUVWRULHVHYHQZKHQWKRVHLQGLYLGXDOV
KDYHEHHQRWKHUZLVHIRUJRWWHQ7KDWSRZHUOLNHZLVHH[WHQGVWRWKHZULWWHQZRUGDIDFW
WKDWEHFRPHVFUXFLDOWRWKHQRYHO¶VFRQFOXVLRQ
The Invisible Life of Addie LaRue received largely positive reviews, with critics
ZLGHO\SUDLVLQJWKHQRYHO¶VSUHPLVHDQGFKDUDFWHUVDVZHOODV6FKZDE¶VZULWLQJVW\OH
7KH DQRQ\PRXV UHYLHZHU IRU Kirkus described the narrative as “spellbinding” and
“impeccably crafted,” while Tor.com critic Maya Gittelman called attention to the
QRYHO¶V³SURSXOVLYHO\ULFSURVH´*LWWHOPDQIXUWKHUZURWHWKDWWKHQRYHO³IHHO>V@OLNH
DFDUHHUWULXPSK´QRWLQJWKDWLWIHDWXUHVHOHPHQWVFKDUDFWHULVWLFRI6FKZDE¶VHDUOLHU
work, including complex characters and magic systems, while taking a distinct apSURDFKWKDWGL൵HUVVLJQL¿FDQWO\IURPWKRVHRIWKHDXWKRU¶VSUHYLRXVQRYHOV5HYLHZHUV
such as Megan Kallstrom of SlateDOVRFRPPHQWHGSRVLWLYHO\RQWKHQRYHO¶VDWWHQWLRQ
WRKLVWRULFDOGHWDLOSDUWLFXODUO\LQOLJKWRIWKHQDUUDWLYH¶VQXPHURXVVKLIWVLQWHPSRUDO
VHWWLQJ 135¶V &DLWO\Q 3D[VRQ IXUWKHU SUDLVHG WKH QRYHO¶V HQJDJHPHQW ZLWK DUW DQG
KDQGOLQJRI$GGLH¶VUHODWLRQVKLSV
While the bulk of reviews of the novel were positive, some reviewers did critique
certain elements. In an otherwise largely appreciative review for USA Today'HO¿QD
V. Barbiero wrote that “the pacing is slow,” particularly during the portion of the narUDWLYHSULRUWR$GGLHDQG+HQU\¶VPHHWLQJDQGFRPPHQWHGWKDWWKHDPRXQWRIVHWXSLQ
WKHHDUO\SDUWRIWKHERRN³IHHOVWHGLRXV´,QDGGLWLRQZKLOHVKHDSSUHFLDWHGWKHERRN¶V
representation of both Addie and Henry as queer characters, she wrote that the novel
FRXOGKDYHGHOYHGPRUHGHHSO\LQWR$GGLH¶VUHODWLRQVKLSVZLWKZRPHQ1HYHUWKHOHVV
%DUELHURSUDLVHGWKHQRYHO¶VSUHPLVHDQG6FKZDE¶VH[SORUDWLRQRI$GGLH¶VORQHOLQHVV
and struggle for survival. In addition to receiving positive reviews from critics, The
Invisible Life of Addie LaRueJDLQHGDWWHQWLRQZLWKLQWKH¿OPLQGXVWU\DQGLQ2FWREHU
LWZDVDQQRXQFHGWKDWD¿OPDGDSWDWLRQRIWKHQRYHOZDVLQGHYHORSPHQW
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