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Paul Auster’s  rst novel in seven years, , is a sprawling family saga focus-
ing on the capricious nature of fate, as illustrated through the trials endured by four 
alternative, parallel versions of the life of a youthful protagonist.

This is a collection of sixteen stories, previously published in literary magazines, 
focusing on young women living in an uneasy limbo of loveless relationships while 
yearning for order and normality.

Omar El Akkad’s debut novel, , imagines a future in which the 
United States is embroiled in a bloody civil war over the use of fossil fuels.

, the  rst book by Dr. Elisabeth Rosenthal, examines the 
shortcomings of the modern American health-care system and provides readers a 
guide for navigating those shortcomings.  

 is a historical romance set during the American Civil 
War. Protagonist Ellen Burns is a Union spy with a perfect memory. She poses as 
a slave in Virginia to acquire sensitive military information, but a romance with a 
white man threatens to upend her mission.

Ali Soufan o  ers an overview of Islamic terrorism, focusing on how the death of 
Osama bin Laden led to the splintering of his al-Qaeda organization and the rise of 
newer groups such as the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS). While the book sug-
gests this cycle of terrorism will continue, it provides valuable insight into the people 
and processes involved.

In , author Elizabeth Strout loosely links nine short stories 
with connections to Lucy Barton, the character in her previous novel, My Name Is 
Lucy Barton. People in Lucy’s hometown of Amgash, Illinois, read and re  ect on 
Lucy’s memoir while dealing with the everyday pain, loss, and love in their own lives.
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This is a collection of sixteen stories, previ-
ously published in literary magazines, fo-
cusing on young women living in an uneasy 
limbo of loveless relationships while yearn-
ing for order and normality.
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she

Mary Miller is a professor of creative 
writing at Mississippi University for 
Women. Her  rst collection of short sto-
ries, Big World, was published in 2009. 
She has also published a novel, The Last 
Days of California (2014).
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Always Happy Hour   / MILLER 7
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Charles E. May

Always Happy Hour
American Short Fiction

Always Happy Hour The 
New York Times

Always Happy Hour The 
Last Days of California Big World The New York Review of 
Books

Always Happy Hour Booklist

Always Happy Hour Kirkus


