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“This two-volume set will serve as a handy aid for students 

looking to find information on key Supreme Court decisions 
since the early nineteenth century. The book is well structured and 

easy to use. The front matter contains notes on contributors, an 

introduction, and a complete list of contents. Court cases are treated 

chronologically in three sections: The Founding Years to the Mid-

Nineteenth Century; Maturation Pains: From Reconstruction to the 

Mid-Twentieth Century; and Modern Dilemmas: From the Civil 

Rights Era to Today. Entries range in length from approximately 

two pages to twenty-plus pages and each entry is comprised of a 

summary overview, historical context, a biography of the decision 

author, a historical document (in the case of this book, the 

documents are all or part of the decision under discussion), an 

analysis of the document, a discussion of essential readings, the 

contributor’s name, and a bibliography/additional reading list. 

Entries include glossaries of potentially unknown words/terms, 

pieces of legislation, and people. The set analyzes sixty decisions; 

among the decisions covered are: Marbury v. Madison, Cherokee 

Nation v. Georgia, Dred Scott v. Sandford, United States v. 

Cruikshank, Plessy v. Ferguson, Muller v. Oregon, Korematsu v. 

United States, Brown v. Board of Education, Griswold v. 

Connecticut, Miranda v. Arizona, Loving v. Virginia, Roe V. Wade, 

Bush v. Gore, and Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission. 

These decisions are highly likely to appear on standardized tests or 

on history exams in high school and college. The advantage of a 

book like this is that it uses accessible language to give students 

the reliable information they need to understand a decision and 

its importance. In fact, there is likely more information on an 

individual decision than students will find in a textbook (history, 

law, or political science). This set can also serve members of the 

general public interested in reading for themselves the decisions 

that have shaped the trajectory of the United States. Highly 

recommended for public, school, and academic libraries. 

—ARBA Staff Reviewer 
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