Defining Documents in American
History: Secrets, Leaks & Scandals
“This installment in the Defining Documents in American History
series contains 75 documents (speeches, memos, letters, reports,
transcripts, minutes, testimony) related to secrets, leaks, and
scandals throughout American history, starting with an encoded
letter from American general Benedict Arnold to British major John
Andre. As with the other titles in this series, the documents
(presented in part or in whole) are contextualized with a summary,
overview, defining moment, author biography, and analysis of
document themes. Each essay has a bibliography and additional
readings section. The book organizes the 75 documents into the
following sections: Secrets, Conspiracies, and Scandals through the
19th Century; Controversies, Conflicts, and Communism through the
mid-20th Century; Government in Hiding, from Vietnam to
Watergate and After; Scandals, Scares, and Intelligence Failures in
Recent Decades; Lies, Leaks, and Hacks in the Contemporary Period;
and Selected Environmental Debacles. In these sections, users will
find foundational information on important historical moments
and topics as revealed through analysis of such documents as the
Dred Scott decision, coverage of the sinking of the U.S.S. Maine, the
articles of impeachment against President Andrew Johnson,
Executive Order 9066, testimony about the My Lai Massacre,
excerpts from the Clarence Thomas hearings, and the 2018 executive
order separating children from families at the U.S.-Mexico border.
The final section on environmental debacles contains an excerpt
from Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring, a report to the president on the
Exxon Valdez oil spill, a record of a teleconference between President
George W. Bush and others about Hurricane Katrina, and
communications concerning the Flint, Michigan, water crisis.
Appendixes include a chronology, a list of web resources, a general
bibliography, and an index. High school and undergraduate
students starting a research project or hoping to find the
answers to identification questions will find this a useful set.
There are also a number of black-and-white photographs, cartoons,
and maps that add value to the material presented. Highly
recommended.”
-ARBA, 2019
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