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“Alphabetically arranged by book or series title, the third edition 

of the Critical Survey of Science Fiction and Fantasy Literature 

includes the plot summaries and analyses of 842 prevalent 

and widely taught science fiction and fantasy books and 

series. This three-volume set contains 50 currently published 

works along with updated material from Magill’s Guide to 

Science Fiction and Fantasy Literature (1996). Each title begins 

with a one-sentence summary and reference information that 

includes the author, genre, subgenre, first published 

information, type of work, time of work, and the locale of the 

work. Each title includes an article comprised of “The Story” 

and the “Analyses.” “The Story” contains a summary of the 

title’s or series’ plot and characters while the “Analyses” 

includes literary devices and themes that are incorporated into 

the work. Each volume comes equipped with a contents section 

for the given volume as well as a complete list of contents for 

all three volumes. There is also a title index, a genre index, and 

an author index. The third volume also incorporates a section 

for selected science fiction and fantasy awards, a bibliography, 

and a section for science fiction and fantasy websites. Highly 

recommended.” 

-ARBA, 2018 
 
“The third edition of this three-volume set covers 842 
books or series, 50 of which are new since the 2002 
edition. Arranged alphabetically by title, each entry includes 
a brief annotation; bibliographic information, including 
subgenre (called “genre”); setting (“time of work” and 
“locale”); a detailed plot summary; and a signed analytical 
essay. The most useful of the appendixes are the author 
index, genre index, and an annotated bibliography…If your 
older edition gets use, this is a worthwhile update.” 

      -Booklist 
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