Alaska
Location: Northwest of Canada
Area and rank: 570,374 square miles (1,477,267 square kilometers); 656,424 square miles
(1,700,138 square kilometers) including water; largest state in area
Coastline: 6,640 miles (10,686 kilometers) on the Pacific and Arctic Oceans
Shoreline: 33,904 miles (54,563 kilometers)
Population and rank: 731,449 (2012 estimate); forty-seventh state in population
Capital city: Juneau (31,275 people in 2010 census)
Largest city: Anchorage (291,826 people in 2010 census)
Became territory: 1912
Entered Union and rank: January 3, 1959; forty-ninth state

Alaska Governor’s Mansion in Juneau, Alaska. (Wikimedia Commons)
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Present constitution adopted:
April 24, 1956
Boroughs: 16
State name: “Alaska” comes
from an Aleut word
meaning “great land” or
“that which the sea breaks
against”
State nicknames: The Last
Frontier; Land of the
Midnight Sun
Motto: North to the Future
State flag: Blue field with
eight Gold stars forming
Ursa Major and the North Star
Highest point: Mount McKinley—20,320 feet (6,194 meters)
Lowest point: Pacific Ocean—sea level
Highest recorded temperature: 100 degrees Fahrenheit (38
degrees Celsius)— Fort Yukon, 1915
Lowest recorded temperature: –80
degrees Fahrenheit (–62 degrees
Celsius)—Prospect Creek, 1971
State song: “Alaska’s Flag”
State tree: Sitka spruce
State flower: Forget-me-not
State bird: Willow ptarmigan
State fish: King salmon
National parks: Denali, Gates of the
Arctic, Glacier Bay, Katmai, Kenai
Fjords, Kobuk Valley, Lake Clark,
Wrangell-St. Elias
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sons per square mile, it has the lowest population density in the United States. Alaska’s Mount McKinley, at
20,320 feet, is the highest point in the North American
continent.
Early History. Alaska’s earliest inhabitants were the
McKinley,
at 20,320
feet,
is the highest
point
in the North
Tlingit-Haidas
and
members
of the
Athabascan
Tribes.
American
continent.
The Aleuts
and Eskimos, or Inuits, crossed the Bering
Earlyfrom
History.
Alaska’s
inhabitants
wereyears
the ago
Strait
Russia
moreearliest
than four
thousand
Tlingit-Haidas and members of the Athabascan Tribes.
and settled along the coast, surviving largely by fishing
The Aleuts and Eskimos, or Inuits, crossed the Bering
and from
hunting.
These
likely
Asians
Strait
Russia
more migrants
than four were
thousand
years
ago who
came
to the
region
when surviving
what is now
Alaska
was linked
and
settled
along
the coast,
largely
by fishing
to
mainland
Asia
by
a
land
bridge.
By
1750,
and hunting. These migrants were likely Asians some
who seventy
thousand
native
Inuits
lived
in
Alaska
(that
came to the region when what is now Alaska was linkednumtober
mainland
by a land changed).
bridge. By 1750,
some
sev
has notAsia
significantly
Aleuts
were
driven
enty
thousand
native Inuits
lived
Alaska
(that num
bereighfrom
the Aleutian
Islands
byinthe
Russians
in the
has
not significantly
changed).
Aleuts and
wereby
driven
from
teenth
and nineteenth
centuries
the American
the Aleutian Islands by the Russians in the eighteenth
military forces during World War II.
and nineteenth centuries and by the American military
The earliest incursions by westerners occurred in
forces during World War II.
1741,
Bering,bya Dane
supported
in his
The when
earliestVitus
incursions
westerners
occurred
in ventures
by
Russia,
sailed
to
Alaska
and
established
the
1741, when Vitus Bering, a Dane supported in his ven first
settlement
onsailed
Kodiak
Island and
in 1784.
The fur
tures
by Russia,
to Alaska
established
thebusiness,
first
settlement
onand
Kodiak
Islandininearly
1784.
The fur
business,
important
lucrative
Alaska,
thrived
with the
important
and lucrative
in early
Alaska,
thrived with theComestablishment
in 1799
of the
Russian-American
establishment
in 1799the
of fur
the trade
Russian-American
Com
pany. It controlled
from its headquarters
pany.
It
controlled
the
fur
trade
from
its
headquarters
in
in Archangel, present-day Sitka.
Archangel, present-day Sitka.
Russia owned Alaska until 1867, when President AnRussia owned Alaska until 1867, when President An
drew
Johnson’s
secretary
of state,
William
H. Seward,
drew Johnson’s
secretary
of state,
William
H. Seward,

laska must be described in terms of absolutes
and superlatives. When it was admitted to the
Union in 1959, it became the first state outside
the forty-eight contiguous states. It is the northernmost
state, and remarkably, it is also the westernmost and
must
be described
terms
of absolutes
and
easternmostlaska
state,
extending
fromin130
degrees
west latsuperlatives.
When itmeridian,
was admitted
to the
Union
itude, across
the 180 degree
to 172
degrees
in Its
1959,
it became
the from
first state
outside
the fortyeast latitude.
longitude
runs
Barrow
in the
Arceight contiguous states. It is the northernmost state, and
tic at 72 degrees north to the southernmost point in the
remarkably, it is also the westernmost and easternmost
Aleutian
its degrees
longitude
52
degrees
state, Islands,
extendingwhere
from 130
westislat
itude,
across
north,
it greater
longitude
theeast
entire
fortythegiving
180 degree
meridian,
to 172 than
degrees
latitude.
Its
eightlongitude
contiguous
and almost
much
latitude.
runs states
from Barrow
in the as
Arc
tic at 72
degrees
Alaska
liesto
geographically
in four
zones,
although,
north
the southernmost
pointtime
in the
Aleutian
Islands,
where its longitude
north,
it greater
for practical
purposes,is 52
twodegrees
official
timegiving
zones
have
than the entire forty-eight contiguous states and
beenlongitude
established.
almostisas
much
Alaska
lies geographically
in four
Alaska
the
onlylatitude.
state that
borders
the Arctic Ocean
time zones, although, for practical purposes, two official
and extends into the Arctic Circle. It lies closest to Asia
time zones have been established.
of any Alaska
of theis states,
its western extreme on Little
the only state that borders the Arctic Ocean
Diomede
Islandinto
being
just two
miles
from
the to
Russian
and extends
the Arctic
Circle.
It lies
closest
Asia of
island
of
Big
Diomede.
On
the
east
and
north,
its borany of the states, its western extreme on Little Diomede
der with
Canada
is the
of any
The
shortest
Island
being just
twolongest
miles from
the state.
Russian
island
of Big
Diomede.
On thethe
eastUnited
and north,
its bor
derAsia
with are
Canada
air routes
between
States
and
dithe longest
of which
any state.
between
rectlyisover
Alaska,
hasThe
theshortest
largestair
oilroutes
and natural
the United
and AsiaStates.
are directly
Alaska,
which
gas reserves
inStates
the United
Withover
a land
mass
of
has
the
largest
oil
and
natural
gas
reserves
in
the
United
570,374 square miles, it is the largest state, more than
States. With a land mass of 570,374 square miles, it is the
twice the size of Texas. Alaska has the largest glaciers
largest state, more than twice the size of Texas. Alaska
and the
most
volcanoes
any
Withof1.1
has the
largest
glaciersof
and
theU.S.
moststate.
volcanoes
anyperU.S.

Alaska History

A

state. With 1.1 persons per square mile, it has the lowest
population density in the United States. Alaska’s Mount

negotiated its purchase by the United States for $7.2
million. Although the U.S. Senate approved this purchase
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the country. Many U.S. citizens had gone
there to work during the last half of the
nineteenth century, but communication
and transportation were limited. With
the advent of radios and telephones,
these problems began to fade, although
it was many years before telephone
communication with the “lower 48,” as
the United States mainland was called, was
perfected. Almost simultaneously with
better telephone communication came the
development of air transportation, which
had evolved rapidly during World War I
and was, by the 1920’s, becoming a major
factor in transportation worldwide.
Alaska’s enormous spaces made it an
ideal venue for private aircraft. During the
late 1920’s and the 1930’s, many Alaskans
owned private planes, shrinking percep
tibly the time they needed to cover the
state’s huge expanses. Commercial aircraft
began to serve Alaska’s major cities, and
The discovery of gold in 1898 drew prospectors from all over the world to
Anchorage
became a refueling stop for
Alaska and Canada’s Klondike in one of the last great gold rushes. (Alaska
planes
flying
from the United States and
Division of Tourism)
Canada to Asia.
These factors eliminated some of
the earlier objections to statehood. Also, because the
enthusiastically, buying this little-known area, which most
Japanese attacked and eventually occupied some of the
people considered a frozen wasteland, was unpopular
Aleutian Islands during World War II, Americans became
and known as “Seward’s Folly.” This “folly” paid off
increasingly aware of Alaska’s defensive importance.
handsomely when a major gold strike was made near
Alaska’s Economy. From its earliest days, Alaska had
Juneau in 1880, unleashing a gold rush to the region
a stable economy. While mainland America struggled
and stimulating the exploration of Alaska for its mineral
economically during the Great Depression of the 1930’s,
wealth.
Alaska was undergoing an economic rebirth brought on
In 1896, gold was discovered in Canada’s Klondike,
largely by gold mining. Alaska had thriving copper mines
and, in 1898, at Fairbanks, causing another gold rush.
as well. As revenues increased, the territorial government
Fish canneries built in the southeastern part of the area
built much-needed roads, whose construction employed
during the 1880’s and 1890’s imported workers from
thousands of workers, many of whom came to Alaska
the United States. American traders moving to Alaska in
and remained there as permanent residents.
search of riches established a route along the Yukon, the
World War II had a profound effect on the Alaskan
fourth longest river in the northern hemisphere.
economy. With Japan’s invasion of the Aleutian Islands in
Steps Toward Statehood. As Alaska became more
1942, the United States deployed about 200,000 military
viable economically, Congress viewed it with increased
personnel to Alaska, where major military installations
interest. In 1884, Alaska was made a judicial district,
were built at Adak, Anchorage, Fairbanks, Kodiak, and
with Sitka as its capital. In 1906, it was permitted
Sitka. The Alcan highway was completed, creating a road
one elected delegate in the United States House of
link among Alaska’s major cities.
Representatives. The region was granted territorial
Throughout the 1950’s, military construction in
status in 1912, and Juneau was declared its capital. Its
Alaska continued at a brisk pace. This activity brought
political powers, however, were limited. Statehood was
both construction workers and military personnel to
first proposed in Congress in 1916 but was rejected.
the area in large numbers. Many, impressed by Alaska’s
In 1946, however, Alaskans, in a state referendum,
grandeur and economic opportunities, remained there
approved statehood. Ten years later, a state constitution
when the work that originally brought them to Alaska
was adopted. On January 3, 1959, Alaska was admitted
was completed.
to the Union as the forty-ninth state.
In 1957, huge oil deposits were discovered in Alaska’s
When statehood was first proposed for Alaska in
Kenai Peninsula, and shortly thereafter other vast fields
1916, the state was extremely isolated from the rest of
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were found at Prudhoe Bay. Despite the harsh climate
and great distances involved, the eight hundred-mile long
trans-Alaska oil pipeline was completed in 1977. Alaska
became so oil rich that it was able to finance a giant
expansion and still give each of its citizens more than one
thousand dollars a year as a cash bonus for several years.
It had no need for a state income tax.
The oil boom waned during the 1980’s and by the
mid-1980’s was virtually over. The state by this time
had attracted many new residents who viewed Alaska
as the land of opportunity. Its population increased by
36.9 percent between 1980 and 1990, reaching just
over 550,000 in 1990. The 1997 population registered
a more than 10 percent increase, having grown to
almost 610,000.
Following the oil boom, Alaska struggled to attract
tourist dollars. It also began establishing trade with such
Asian countries as South Korea, Taiwan, and Japan,
although the slowing of the Asian economy in 1998 and
1999 temporarily stalled some of these efforts. Alaska’s
abundance of many resources that Asia does not have
makes trade enviable. Natural gas development also
became vigorously pursued within the state, which also
did a great deal to increase the amount of metal mining
done within its boundaries. Alaska has deposits of every
known mineral except bauxite.
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The Threat of Oil Spills. Environmentalists were
concerned about the building of the Trans-Alaska Pipe
line because portions of it were laid in areas with geo
logical faults. However, the pipelines have been fashioned
to resist the earthquakes that are common in fault areas.
A severe earthquake in 1964, followed by a tsunami, a
huge tidal wave, devastated much of coastal Alaska, doing
considerable damage in Anchorage, Kodiak, Seward, and
Valdez. At this time, there was no pipeline that might
rupture. The potential for destruction of the pipeline is
slight, but still a cause for concern.
In 1989, a huge supertanker, the Exxon Valdez, foun
dered in Prince William Sound and spilled more than
240,000 barrels of oil into the surrounding water. The
result was catastrophic: Commercial fishing was so neg
atively impacted that many who fished for a living were
forced out of business. The wholesale destruction of
wildlife would take the area years from which to recover
completely. If any good came out of the Exxon Valdez
disaster, it is that the shipping of oil on supertankers became more strenuously regulated. Many new tankers
have double hulls so that if the hull is punctured, the oil
will not leak into the surrounding ocean.
The conflict between those who wish to exploit Alaska’s
natural resources and those who oppose these policies on
environmentalist grounds played a considerable role in

Completion of the Trans-Alaska Pipeline in 1977 raised Alaska to an unprecedented level of prosperity. (©Luca Galuzzi/
Wikimedia Commons)
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the state’s public life during the early twenty-first century.
These debates were heightened by a 150,000-gallon oil
spill from the Trans-Alaska Pipeline in 2001.
The question of oil drilling in the state’s Arctic Na
tional Wildlife Refuge (ANWR) was as much a national
as a state issue, roiling national politics year after year
following the era of the Carter administration. Drilling
became an intense issue in the new century as oil prices
rose and national security became a greater public con
cern. In 2002, for example, after considerable debate
and a negative National Research Council report, Con
gress rejected ANWR oil drilling. The next year, despite a
national security appeal from President George W. Bush,
the Senate narrowly rejected drilling. In 2005, however,
the Senate accepted it, and the provision was dropped
from the House version of the energy bill. Drilling in
ANWR continued to be unapproved at mid-decade.
National Security and Politics. Another issue that af
fected public life in Alaska was the state’s security from
attack by the missiles of the Democratic People’s Re

public of Korea (DPRK). Following 1998, the North Ko
reans maintained a moratorium on missile testing after
receiving stern warnings from the United States and its
allies. However, in the summer of 2006, the issue again
arose when the DPRK tested a number of short-range
and long-range missiles. Although the long-range test
was a failure, Alaska was put on notice that it was a
possible future target. The DPRK claim, backed by
Western intelligence, that it had nuclear weapons made
Alaska’s security a serious public issue.
To counter these security concerns, the Bush admin
istration increased funding for a missile defense system,
some of which would be deployed in Alaska. Critics
wondered, however, how effective the system really
was, especially after test failures, including one in 2004.
Nevertheless, in late 2004, six ground-based missiles
were placed in silos at Fort Greely.
Politically, Alaska remained split between Republican
and Democrat office holders, with Republicans in
Congress and a Democrat in the statehouse in Juneau. If

The Anchorage Fur Rendezvous is Alaska’s largest and oldest winter festival. The event includes the Rondy World
Championship Sled Dog Races, where dog teams and their mushers compete for the fastest elapsed time out of three 25-mile
loop races taking place over three days.
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anything, however, the state leaned to the political right,
voting for the Republican presidential candidate, Bush,
in 2000 and 2004. On social issues, the state also leaned
to the right, rejecting same-sex marriage and the partial
legalization of marijuana. In August, 2006, former U.S.
senator and current governor Frank Murkowski, who
had very low approval ratings from the public, lost his
bid for reelection in the Republican primary election in
what was a landslide victory for former Wasilla mayor
Sarah Palin, who took 50 percent of the vote. Murkowski
got only 19 percent—identical to his approval rating.
The Alaska 2010 election for the U.S. Senate was one
of the most unusual in recent history. Primary elections
on August 24, 2010 selected the major party candidates.
Scott McAdams, the Mayor of Sitka, was elected the
Democratic Party nominee for U.S. Senate, while Joe
Miller, an attorney and former federal magistrate,
became the Republican nominee, defeating incumbent
Senator Lisa Murkowski. Miller was endorsed by the
Tea Party movement and former Alaska Governor Sarah
Palin. However, Senator Murkowski decided to run in
the general election as a write-in candidate, and she got
more than 100,000 votes.
Miller challenged her election on the basis that many
of the write-ins were misspelled or had other errors.
On December 10, the Alaska Superior Court ruled
that Murkowski was the victor, a ruling upheld later
by the Alaska Supreme Court and by a federal court.
On December 30, 2010, Alaska state election officials
certified Lisa Murkowski’s election, making her the first
U.S. Senate candidate to be elected by a write-in vote
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since 1954. The next day, Miller conceded the election.
Exxon Valdez Punitive Damages. In the early years of
the 21st century, the continuing issue of damages from the
1989 Exxon Valdez oil spill continued to work through
the courts. Exxon appealed the original ruling that set
direct damages at $287 million and punitive damages
at $5 billion, and on December 6, 2002, the judge
announced that he had reduced the punitive damages to
$4 billion. When Exxon appealed again, the judge reset
punitive damages at $4.5 billion, plus interest. After
another appeal before the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals
on January 27, 2006, punitive damages were cut to $2.5
billion in December 2006. Exxon appealed this amount
in 2007, but the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals denied
ExxonMobil’s request for a third hearing and let stand
the $2.5 billion.
The case went to the U.S. Supreme Court on February
27, 2008. In a June 25, 2008, decision, the court vacated
the $2.5 billion award and remanded the case back to a
lower court, finding the damages were excessive. Exxon
argued that punitive damages greater than $25 million were
not justified on the grounds that the spill resulted from an
accident. Furthermore, the company spent an estimated
$2 billion cleaning up the spill and about another $1
billion to settle related civil and criminal charges. Even so,
by December 2009, Exxon paid another $507.5 million
in direct and indirect damages that included lawsuit costs
and interest to thousands of plaintiffs, bringing the total
paid out to about $3.5 billion.
R. Baird Shuman
Updated by the Editor

Alaska Time Line
c. 10,000 b.c.e.
c. 650 c.e.
c. 1000 c.e.
1741
1774–1792
1778
1784
1791
1799
1802
1823
1824–1825
Mar. 30, 1867
1876
1878
1880
1884
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Human habitation of the area toward the end of the last Ice Age is documented.
Aleuts and Eskimos separate; Eskimos divide into Yupic and Inupiaq.
Eskimos migrate from Alaska to Greenland.
Vitus Bering lands off Kayak Island.
Spanish explore Alaska’s west coast.
British captain James Cook surveys Alaska coast.
Russian Grigori Sheilikhov establishes Russian settlement near present-day Kodiak.
British captain George Vancouver charts southeastern Alaska.
Czar Paul I charters Russian-American Company.
Tlingit Indians attack Russian-American Company, killing 408.
Father Ivan Veniaminov works among the Aleuts.
Boundaries of Russian settlement in Alaska are fixed.
United States purchases Alaska from Russia for $7.2 million.
First Protestant mission in Alaska is established at Wrangell.
First salmon cannery is built at Klawock.
Gold is discovered at Juneau.
Alaska becomes a judicial district with the capital at Sitka; native land rights are preserved and laws
of Oregon are enforced.
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1891

Sheldon Jackson introduces reindeer into Alaska to compensate for near-extinction of whales
and walrus.
1898
Klondike gold rush begins, continuing for twenty years.
1900
United States Congress reforms Alaska’s civil government, making Juneau the capital.
1906
Alaska is permitted to elect one delegate to the United States House of Representatives.
1911
Alaska signs international agreement to restrict seal hunting off Pribilof and other islands.
Aug. 24, 1912 Alaska is granted territorial status.
1913
Women receive voting rights.
1916
Alaskan statehood is first proposed in Congress.
1917
University of Alaska is founded.
1923
Alaska Railroad is completed, connecting Anchorage and Seward with Fairbanks.
1923
Alaska Agricultural College and School of Mines opens.
1924
Lieutenant Carl Ben Eielson flies first airmail.
1931
Federal Building is completed in Juneau.
1935
Matanuska agricultural colony is established under New Deal.
1942
Japanese bomb Dutch Harbor.
June 7, 1942
Japan invades and occupies Kiska and Attu in the Aleutian Islands.
Nov. 20, 1942 Alcan Highway, running from Great Falls, Montana, to Fairbanks, is completed.
1943
United States recaptures Aleutians from the Japanese.
1945
Racial discrimination in public accommodations is ruled illegal.
1946
Alaskans approve statehood in statewide referendum.
1952
First pulp and paper mill is built outside Ketchikan.
1955
Eklutna Power Project opens near Palmer.
1955
Military fuel pipeline opens between Haines and Fairbanks.
1956
Alaskans adopt state constitution.
1957
Oil is discovered on Kenai Peninsula.
Jan. 3, 1959
Alaska is granted statehood.
1963
Alaska’s first oil refinery opens.
Mar. 27, 1964 Most severe earthquake in North America’s history strikes; tsunamis devastate Anchorage, Kodiak,
Seward, and Valdez.
Aug. 14-15, 1967 Record floods damage Fairbanks.
1971
Alaska Native Land Claims Settlement bill is enacted.
1977
Trans-Alaska oil pipeline is completed.
1981
Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation bill is enacted.
1988
Forest fires destroy over two million acres.
1988
Border between Alaska and eastern Soviet Union opens.
Mar. 24, 1989 Exxon Valdez spills 240,000 barrels of oil into Prince William Sound.
1996
Exxon Corporation pays Alaska $900 million for clean-up following Exxon Valdez oil spill.
1997
Congress passes bill to phase out largest factory trawlers for bottom fishing on the Bering Sea.
1997
Alaska ranks among the top three states in per-pupil expenditures for public education.
1998
Federal budget gives Alaska pollock processors $100 million.
1999
Alaska and Canada sign pact to protect endangered salmon species.
2003
Wildfires burn 3.6 million acres across the state.
2003
U.S. Senate rejects ANWR oil drilling.
2005
U.S. Senate approves ANWR drilling, but the House omits it from energy bill.
July 4, 2006
Alaska’s security is threatened by the resumption of missile testing by North Korea.
Aug. 22, 2006 Governor Frank Murkowski loses reelection bid in Republican primary, gaining just 19 percent
of the vote. His opponent, Sarah Palin, would go on to win the general election to become
Alaska’s first female governor.
July 2009
Governor Sarah Palin resigns and passes power to Sean Parnell. Parnell would win re-election
in 2010.
December 2009 Exxon pays another $507.5 million in direct and indirect damages; this includes lawsuit costs and
interest, to thousands of plaintiffs, bringing the total paid out to about $3.5 billion.
2010
Lisa Murkowski is the first U.S. Senate candidate to be elected by a write-in vote since 1954.
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Notes for Further Study
Published Sources. Robert Hedin and Gary Holthaus’s
The Great Land: Reflections on Alaska (1994) offers
comprehensive overviews of the state. George W. Rogers,
in Change in Alaska: People, Petroleum, Politics (1970),
considers what the oil discoveries at Kenai Peninsula and
Prudhoe mean to the state and is especially useful when
read in conjunction with Robert
B. Weeden’s Messages from Earth: Nature and
Human Prospect in Alaska (1992) and Craig A. Doherty
and Katherine M. Doherty’s The Alaska Pipeline (1998).
Bryan Cooper’s Alaska: The Last Frontier (1973) also
focuses on the effect that the petroleum discoveries of the
late 1960’s and early 1970’s had upon the ecology and
economy of Alaska. Jeff Wheelwright’s
Degrees of Disaster: Prince William Sound—How
Nature Reels and Rebounds (1994) considers the
aftermath of the Exxon Valdez oil spill. Taking a step
further back into the state’s history, Lydia T. Black uses
text, detailed maps, and color illustrations to examine

the merging of Russian and Alaskan history in Russians
in Alaska, 1732-1867 (2004).
Owen K. Mason, William J. Neal, and Orrin H.
Pilkey consider threats to the Alaskan coastline in
Living with the Coast of Alaska (1997). David S. Case
considers how native Alaskans adapt to American laws
in Alaska Natives and American Laws (1997), while
Michael Jenning, in Alaska Native Political Leadership
and Higher Education: One University, Two Universes
(2004), focuses on the ways in which imperial notions
of education altered indigenous peoples’ relationship
to and understanding of their land. Theodore Lane
considers the special climatic conditions of Alaska
and how to cope with them in Developing America’s
Northern Frontier (1987).
The state’s harsh elements provide the backbone for
two “true story” adventure books: The Last Frontier:
Incredible Tales of Survival, Exploration, and Adventure
from “Alaska Magazine” (2004), which tells stories of

Rising to an altitude of 20,320 feet, Alaska’s Mount McKinley is the tallest mountain in North America. (PhotoDisc)
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Alaska’s largest city, Anchorage has four times as many residents as the state’s next two largest cities, Fairbanks and Juneau,
combined. (PhotoDisc)

events as disparate as earthquakes, tidal waves, bear
attacks, and influenza epidemics in its lively focus on
Alaska’s wilderness; and Tales from the Edge: True
Adventures in Alaska (2005), edited by Larry Kaniut,
which thrills readers with stories of humans struggling
against the oftentimes inhospitable environment. In
Looking for Alaska (2001), Peter Jenkins examines the
lives and cultures he encounters during his eighteenmonth sojourn across the state. Carole Marsh’s Alaska
Timeline: A Chronology of Alaska History, Mystery,
Trivia, Legend, Lore, and More (1992) is aimed at the
juvenile market and is a worthwhile study. Kathleen
Thompson’s Alaska (1988) is also written with juveniles
in mind.
Web Resources. Alaska’s government Web site
(www.alaska.gov) is a well-organized portal for a
wealth of information about the state. The home page
is divided into three main categories, and readers will
likely find the most interesting information under
the headings Residents, Business, and Visitors. The
state’s tourist Web site (www.travelalaska.com) is
directed at the traveler and includes interactive maps
and photo galleries, as well as the requisite tourist
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amenity information for numerous cities and towns.
Those planning outdoor activities in the state should
consult the Alaska Travel Adventures Web site (www.
alaskaadventures.com). Alaska national parklands are
described on the National Parklands Web site (www.
nps.gov/akso), while an insider’s guide to traveling in
the state can be found on the Alaska Travel Tips Web
site (www.alaskaparks.com).
For scientific information about Alaska’s Arctic
regions, the Arctic Research Consortium’s Web site
(www.arcus.org) is helpful. The University of Alaska
Anchorage Justice Center (justice.uaa.alaska.edu/)
operates a Web page index to numerous resources
about the state’s native peoples, including information
on specific tribes, self-governance, environment, and
organizations and associations. The Klondike Gold
Rush was a preeminent event in the state’s history
and several Web sites are dedicated to it, including
the Klondike Gold Rush National Park (http://www.
nps.gov/klse/index.htm), Explore North’s index listing
(www.explorenorth.com/library/ya/bl22y.htm) to a
wide variety of Klondike resources, and the Klondike
Gold Rush site (library.thinkquest.org/5181/).
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Counties
Borough/Census Area
Aleutians East (b)
Aleutians West (ca)
Anchorage
Bethel (ca)
Bristol Bay (b)
Denali (b)
Dillingham (ca)
Fairbanks North Star (b)
Haines (b)
Hoonah-Angoon (ca)
Juneau City and (b)
Kenai Peninsula (b)
Ketchikan Gateway (b)
Kodiak Island (b)
Lake and Peninsula (b)
Matanuska-Susitna (b)

2012 Pop. Land Area Area
Population Rank (sq. miles) Rank
3,161
21
6,981.94
17
5,547
18
4,390.28
20
298,610
1
1,704.68
27
17,746
6 40,540.73
3
991
27
503.84
28
1,875
25 12,751.41
13
5,034
19 18,568.78
10
100,272
2
7,338.21
16
2,552
22
2,318.60
26
2,129
24
7,524.91
15
32,556
5
2,701.93
24
56,900
4 16,075.33
12
13,779
8
4,858.41
19
14,239
7
6,549.58
18
1,654
26 23,652.01
8
93,925
3 24,607.90
7

2012 Pop. Land Area Area
Population Rank (sq. miles) Rank
9,915
9 22,961.76
9
9,643
11 88,803.50
2
7,810
13 35,572.58
4
3,844
20
3,281.98
22
5,751
17
3,922.87
21
9,046
12
2,870.34
23
959
28
452.32
29
7,144
15 24,768.81
6
9,717
10 34,239.88
5
7,809
14 17,081.43
11
2,403
23
2,541.48
25
668
29
7,649.46
14
5,770
16 145,560.51
1

Borough/Census Area
Nome (ca)
North Slope (b)
Northwest Arctic (b)
Petersburg (ca)
Prince of Wales-Hyder (ca)
Sitka City and (b)
Skagway
Southeast Fairbanks (ca)
Valdez-Cordova (ca)
Wade Hampton (ca)
Wrangell City and (b)
Yakutat City and (b)
Yukon-Koyukuk (ca)

Note: (b) borough; (ca) census area
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2012 Population Estimates

Arctic

Ocean
Beaufort

Chukchi

Sea

ALASKA

NORTH SLOPE

KOBUK

Russia
NOME

WADE
HAMPTON

Bering

Sea

FAIRBANKS
SOUTHEAST
FAIRBANKS

MATANUSKA
SUSITNA

DILLINGHAM

Northwest
Territories

YUKON-KOYUKUK

NORTH STAR

BETHEL

ANCHORAGE
KENAI

BRISTOL BAY KODIAK

Yukon

VALDEZ
CORDOVA

Whitehorse
HAINES

SKAGWAY-YAKUTAT-ANGOON

Gulf

of

Alaska

British
Columbia

JUNEAU
Juneau

SITKA
WRANGELL-PETERSBURG
KETCHIKAN GATEWAY

PRINCE OF WALES-OUTER KETCHIKAN

ALEUTIAN ISLANDS

Pacific
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10/1/13 2:40 PM

34

•

17

Alaska

Cities
With 5,000 or more residents
Legal Name
Anchorage municipality
Badger CDP
Bethel city
Chena Ridge CDP
College CDP
Fairbanks city
Gateway CDP
Homer city
Juneau city and borough
Kalifornsky CDP
Kenai city
Ketchikan city

2010 Pop. Land Area Area
Population Rank (sq. miles) Rank
291,826
1
1,704.68
3
19,482
4
65.63
9
6,080
17
43.18
10
5,791
19
36.47
11
12,964
6
18.78
16
31,535
2
31.69
12
5,552
21
21.55
15
5,003
22
13.83
17
31,275
3
2,701.93
2
7,850
11
68.87
8
7,100
14
28.59
14
8,050
10
4.35
21

Arctic

Knik-Fairview CDP
Kodiak city
Lakes CDP
Meadow Lakes CDP
Palmer city
Sitka city and borough
Steele Creek CDP
Sterling CDP
Tanaina CDP
Wasilla city

Note: CDP–Census Designated Place
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 Census

Ocean
Beaufort

Barrow
Wainwright

Chukchi

Anaktuvuk Pass
Noorvik

Russia

Sea

Kaktovik

Sea

Point Hope
Kivalina

2010 Pop. Land Area Area
Population Rank (sq. miles) Rank
14,923
5
83.10
5
6,130
16
3.49
22
8,364
8
12.57
18
7,570
13
75.22
7
5,937
18
5.15
20
8,881
7
2,870.34
1
6,662
15
92.84
4
5,617
20
77.76
6
8,197
9
30.38
13
7,831
12
12.38
19

Legal Name

Kiana

Northwest
Territories

ALASKA
Fort Yukon

Chalkyitsik
Beaver
Buckland
Rampart Minto Central Circle
Tanana
Taylor
Wales
Koyuk
Eureka Fairbanks
Elim
Eagle
North Pole Big Delta
Nome Golovin Shaktoolik
Chicken
Unalakleet
Delta Junction
Paxson
Takotna
Tetlin
Kotlik
Mcgrath
Talkeetna
Anvik
Iditarod
Glennallen
Pilot
Stony
Palmer
Anchorage
Station
River
Valdez Mccarthy
Whitehorse
Lime
Bethel Village
Toksook
Whittier
Cordova
Homer
Kipnuk
Skagway
Seward
Yakutat
Juneau
King Salmon
Egegik
Elfin Cove
Pelican
Karluk
Kodiak
Petersburg
Old Harbor
Akhiok
Sitka

Yukon

Bering

Sea

British
Columbia

Cold Bay

Unalaska

Sand Point

False King
Pass Cove

Pacific
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Gulf of
Alaska

Port Alexander
Craig

Wrangell

Prince
Rupert

Ocean
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Survey Says…
This section presents current rankings from dozens of public and private sources. It shows
how this state ranks in a number of critical categories, including education, job growth, cost
of living, teen drivers, energy efficiency, and business environment. Sources include Forbes,
Reuters, U.S. News and World Report, CNN Money, Gallup, and Huffington Post.

•

CNN Money compiled a list of “Ten Most Entrepreneurial States”
based on the Kauffman Index of Entrepreneurial Activity. Alaska
ranked #4 among the 50 states in 2012 for number of startups per
100,000 adult residents.

•

CNN Money, June 20, 2013; money.cnn.com

On CNBC’s list of “America’s Top States for Business 2013,”
Alaska ranked #44. Criteria: measures of competitiveness developed with input from the National Association of Manufacturers,
the Council on Competitiveness, and other business groups
weighed with the states’ own marketing criteria.
www.cnbc.com, consulted July 19, 2013

•

Alaska ranked #41 in a government study measuring real gross
domestic product (GDP)—the output of goods and services produced by labor and property located in the United States. The
ranking is based on the percentage change compared with 2011
GDP.
U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Economic Analysis, June 2013;
www.bea.gov

•

Alaska ranked #46 in a government study measuring real gross
domestic product (GDP)—the output of goods and services produced by labor and property located in the United States. The
ranking is based on the dollar value of its GDP.

•

www.money-rates.com, October 22, 2012

•

Alaska ranked #47 in the 17th edition of “Quality Counts; State of
the States,” Education Week’s “report card” surveying key education indicators, policy efforts, and educational outcomes.
Education Week, January 4, 2013 (online) and January 10, 2013 (print);
www.edweek.org

•

SERI (Science and Engineering Readiness Index) weighs the performance of the states’ K-12 schools in preparing students in
physics and calculus, the high school subjects considered most
important for future scientists and engineers. Alaska ranked #39.
Newsletter of the Forum on Education of the American Physical Society,
Summer 2011 issue; www.huffingtonpost.com, July 11, 2011; updated October 1,
2012

•

•

•

•

The 2012 Gallup-Healthways Well-Being Index, surveyed American’s opinions on economic confidence, workplace perceptions,
community climate, personal choices, and health predictors to assess the “future livability” of each state. Alaska ranked #14.

Alaska ranked #21 on the Social Science Research Council’s
“American Human Development Report: The Measure of America,” assessing the 50 states plus the District of Columbia on
health, education, and living-standard criteria.
The Measure of America 2013-2014, posted June 19, 2013;
www.measureofamerica.org

•

Alaska ranked #42 on the Foundation for Child Development’s
(FCD) Child Well-being Index (CWI). The FCD used the KIDS
COUNT report and the National Survey of Children’s Health, the
only state-level source for several key indicators of child
well-being.
Foundation for Child Development, January 18, 2012; fcd-us.org

•

Alaska ranked #33 overall according to the 2013 KIDS COUNT
Data Book, a project of the Annie E. Casey Foundation. Criteria:
children’s economic well-being, education, health, and family
and community indicators.
KIDS COUNT Data Center’s Data Book, released June 20, 2013;
http://datacenter.kidscount.org

•

Forbes analyzed business costs, labor supply, regulatory environment, current economic climate, growth prospects, and quality of
life, to compile its “Best States for Business” rankings. Alaska
ranked #37.
www.forbes.com. posted December 12, 2012

•

•

MoneyRates.com ranked Alaska #42 on its list of the best to worst
states for making a living. Criteria: average income; inflation; employment prospects; and workers’ Workplace Environment assessments according to the Gallup-Healthways Well-Being
Index.
www.money-rates.com, posted April 1, 2013

Reuters ranked Alaska #9 on its list of the “Ten Most Expensive
States in America.” Rankings are based on the U.S. Commerce
Department’s prototype cost-of-living index comparing price levels across the states for a standardized mix of goods and services.
www.huffingtonpost.com, posted June 12, 2013

ND Parks, the “site for North Dakota Parks,” named Alaska as one
of the “Top Five States to Visit for RV Camping Trips.”
www.ndparks.com, consulted 18 July 2013

Alaska ranked #50 on the 2013 Bankrate “Best Places to Retire”
list ranking the states and District of Columbia on various criteria
relating to health, safety, and cost.
www.bankrate.com, May 6, 2013

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Economic Analysis, June 2013;
www.bea.gov

•

Alaska ranked #48 on MoneyRates list of “Best-and Worst-States
to Retire 2012.” Criteria: life expectancy, crime rate, climate, economic conditions, taxes, job opportunities, and cost of living.

Alaska ranked #24 in the children’s economic well-being category by the 2013 KIDS COUNT Data Book, a project of the Annie E. Casey Foundation.
KIDS COUNT Data Center’s Data Book, released June 20, 2013;
http://datacenter.kidscount.org

•

Alaska ranked #43 in the children’s educational opportunities and
attainments category by the 2013 KIDS COUNT Data Book, a
project of the Annie E. Casey Foundation.
KIDS COUNT Data Center’s Data Book, released June 20, 2013;
http://datacenter.kidscount.org

“Utah Poised to Be the Best State to Live In,” Gallup Wellbeing,
www.gallup.com, August 7, 2012
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Alaska ranked #46 in the children’s health category by the 2013
KIDS COUNT Data Book, a project of the Annie E. Casey Foundation.

19
•

KIDS COUNT Data Center’s Data Book, released June 20, 2013;
http://datacenter.kidscount.org

•

Alaska ranked #19 in the family and community circumstances
that factor into children’s well-being category by the 2013 KIDS
COUNT Data Book, a project of the Annie E. Casey Foundation.

“U.S. Freight Railroad Industry Snapshot: Railroads and States: Total Rail
Miles by State: 2011”; www.aar.org, accessed July 23, 2013

•

KIDS COUNT Data Center’s Data Book, released June 20, 2013;
http://datacenter.kidscount.org

•

Alaska ranked #31 in the 2012 Gallup-Healthways Well-Being
Index. Criteria: emotional health; physical health; healthy behavior; work environment; basic access to food, shelter, health care;
and a safe and satisfying place to live.

U.S. News and World Report’s “Best States for Teen Drivers”
rankings are based on driving and road safety laws, federal reports
on driver’s licenses, car accident fatality, and road-quality statistics. Alaska ranked #16.

•

The Yahoo! Sports service Rivals.com ranks the states according
to the strength of their high school football programs. Alaska
ranked #43.

•

•

iVillage ranked the states by hospitable living conditions for
women. Criteria: economic success, access to affordable
childcare, health care, reproductive rights, female representation
in government, and educational attainment. Alaska ranked #15.
iVillage, “50 Best to Worst States for Women,” March 14, 2012;
www.ivillage.com

•

•

The federal Corporation for National and Community Service
ranked the states and the District of Columbia by volunteer rates.
Alaska ranked #11 for community service.

In “America’s Health Rankings, 2012 Edition,” by the United
Health Foundation, Alaska ranked #28. Criteria included: rate of
high school graduation; violent crime rate; incidence of infectious
disease; childhood immunizations; prevalence of diabetes; per capita public-health funding; percentage of uninsured population;
rate of children in poverty; and availability of primary-care
physicians.
United Health Foundation; www.americashealthrankings.org, accessed July 24,
2013

•

The League of American Bicyclists’s “Bicycle Friendly States”
ranked Alaska #45. Criteria: legislation and enforcement, policies
and programs, infrastructure and funding, education and advocacy, and evaluation and planning.
“Washington Tops the Bicycle-Friendly State Ranking,” May 1, 2013;
bicycling.com

Alaska ranked #50 among the states and the District of Columbia
in population density based on U.S. Census Bureau data for resident population and total land area. “List of U.S. States by Population Density.”
www.wikipedia.org, accessed July 24, 2013

“Ranking the States: Where Is the Best Football Played?,” November 18, 2011;
highschool.rivals.com

•

According to Concordia University’s “Public Education Costs per
Pupil by State Rankings,” based on statistics gathered by the U.S.
Census Bureau, which includes the District of Columbia, Alaska
ranked #4.
Concordia University Online; education.cu-portland.edu, accessed July 24,
2013

U.S. News and World Report, March 18, 2010; www.usnews.com

•

According to statistics compiled by the Beer Institute, Alaska
ranked #27 among the states and the District of Columbia in per
capita beer consumption of persons 21 years or older.
“Shipments of Malt Beverages and Per Capita Consumption by State 2012;”
www.beerinstitute.org

2012 State of Well-Being, Gallup-Healthways Well-Being Index, released
February 28, 2013; www.well-beingindex.com

•

Alaska ranked #45 among the states and the District of Columbia
in total rail miles, as tracked by the Association of American Railroads.

The TechNet 2012 “State Broadband Index” ranked Alaska #49
on the following criteria: broadband adoption; network quality;
and economic structure. Improved broadband use is hoped to promote economic development, build strong communities, improve
delivery of government services and upgrade educational
systems.
TechNet; www.technet.org, accessed July 24, 2013

•

Alaska was ranked #46 among the states and District of Columbia
on the American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy’s
“State Energy Efficiency Scorecard” for 2012.
American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy;
aceee.org/sector/state-policy/scorecard, accessed July 24, 2013

“Volunteering and Civic Life in America 2012,”
www.volunteeringinamerica.gov, accessed July 24, 2013

•

The Hospital Safety Score ranked states and the District of Columbia on their hospitals’ performance scores. Alaska ranked #36.
Criteria: avoiding preventable harm and medical errors, as demonstrated by 26 hospital safety metrics.
Spring 2013 Hospital Safety Score, May 8, 2013; www.hospitalsafetyscore.org

•

GMAC Insurance ranked the states and the District of Columbia
by the performance of their drivers on the GMAC Insurance National Drivers Test, comprised of DMV test questions. Alaska
ranked #40.
“2011 GMAC Insurance National Drivers Test,” www.gmacinsurance.com,
accessed July 23, 2013

•

Alaska ranked #32 in a “State Integrity Investigation” analysis of
laws and practices intended to deter corruption and promote accountability and openness in campaign finance, ethics laws, lobbying regulations and management of state pension funds.
“What’s Your State’s Grade?,” www.publicintegrity.org, accessed July 23, 2013
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Statistical Tables
DEMOGRAPHICS
Resident State and National Population, 1950-2012
Projected State and National Population, 2000-2030
Population by Age, 2012
Population by Race, 2012
Population by Hispanic Origin and Race, 2012
VITAL STATISTICS
Death Rates by Leading Causes, 2010
Death Rates by Selected Causes, 2010
Abortion Rates, 2009
Infant Mortality Rates, 1995-2009
Marriage and Divorce Rates, 2000-2011
ECONOMY
Nominal Gross Domestic Product by Industry, 2012
Real Gross Domestic Product, 2000-2012
Personal Income Per Capita, 1930-2012
Non-Farm Employment by Sector, 2012
Foreign Exports, 2000-2012
Energy Consumption, 2011
LAND AND WATER
Surface Area and Federally-Owned Land, 2007
Land Cover/Use of Non-Federal Rural Land, 2007
Farms and Crop Acreage, 2012
HEALTH AND MEDICAL CARE
Medical Professionals, 2012
Health Insurance Coverage, 2011
HIV, STD, and Tuberculosis Cases and Rates, 2011
Cigarette Smoking, 2011

Resident State and National Population,
1950–2012
State Population
129,000
226,000
302,583
401,851
550,043
626,933
710,231
731,449

U.S. Population
151,326,000
179,323,000
203,302,031
226,545,805
248,709,873
281,424,600
308,745,538
313,914,040

State Share
0.09%
0.13%
0.15%
0.18%
0.22%
0.22%
0.23%
0.23%

Note: 1950/1960 population figures are rounded to the nearest thousand.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Decennial Census 1950–2010; U.S. Census
Bureau, 2012 Population Estimates
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EDUCATION
School Enrollment, 2011
Educational Attainment, 2011
Public College Finances, FY 2012
TRANSPORTATION AND TRAVEL
Motor Vehicle Registrations and Drivers Licenses, 2011
Domestic Travel Expenditures, 2009
Retail Gasoline Prices, 2013
Public Road Length, 2011
CRIME AND LAW ENFORCEMENT
Full-Time Law Enforcement Officers, 2011
Prison Population, 2000-2012
Crime Rate, 2011
GOVERNMENT AND FINANCE
Local Governments by Type, 2012
State Government Revenue, 2011
State Government Expenditures, 2011
State Government General Expenditures by Function, 2011
State Government Finances, Cash and Debt, 2011
POLITICS
Composition of the Senate, 1995-2013
Composition of the House of Representatives, 1995-2013
Composition of State Legislature, 2004-2013
Voter Participation in Presidential Elections, 1980-2012
Governors Since Statehood

Projected State and National Population,
2000–2030

DEMOGRAPHICS

Year
1950
1960
1970
1980
1990
2000
2010
2012

HOUSING
Home Ownership Rates, 1995-2012
Home Sales, 2000-2010
Value of Owner-Occupied Homes, 2011

Year
State Population
U.S. Population
2000
626,932
281,421,906
2005
661,110
295,507,134
2010
694,109
308,935,581
2015
732,544
322,365,787
2020
774,421
335,804,546
2025
820,881
349,439,199
2030
867,674
363,584,435
State population growth, 2000–2030
State percentage growth, 2000–2030

State Share
0.22%
0.22%
0.22%
0.23%
0.23%
0.23%
0.24%
240,742
38.4%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Population Division, Interim State
Population Projections, 2005
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