Pennsylvania
Location: Northeast
Area and rank: 44,820 square miles (116,083 square kilometers); 46,058 square miles
(119,290 square kilometers) including water; thirty-second largest state in area
Shoreline: 57 miles (92 kilometers) on the Delaware Estuary
Population and rank: 13,002,700 (2020 census); fifth largest state in population
Capital city: Harrisburg (50,099 people in 2020 census)
Largest city: Philadelphia (1,603,797 people in 2020 census)
Entered Union and rank: December 12, 1787; second state
Present constitution adopted: 1968
Counties: 67
State name: Meaning “Penn’s Woodland,” Pennsylvania was named for Admiral Sir
William Penn, the father of William Penn, who founded the state’s first English colony
State nickname: Keystone State
State motto: Virtue, liberty, and independence
State flag: Blue field with state coat of arms
Highest point: Mount Davis—3,213 feet (979 meters)
Lowest point: Delaware River—sea level
Highest recorded temperature: 111 degrees Fahrenheit (44 degrees
Celsius)—Phoenixville, 1936
Lowest recorded temperature: -42 degrees Fahrenheit (-41 degrees Celsius)—Smethport,
1904
State song: “Pennsylvania”
State tree: Hemlock
State flower: Mountain laurel
State bird: Ruffed grouse
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Pennsylvania History

E

ven though Pennsylvania is located in the northeastern part of the United States and is called a mid-Atlantic state, it is not on the Atlantic Ocean, as are
Delaware, New Jersey, and New York. It has access to the
Atlantic Ocean’s important shipping routes from the Delaware River, which marks Pennsylvania’s eastern boundary.
New York is east and north of it, New Jersey east, and Delaware east and south. Maryland borders it to the south, and
West Virginia lies both south and west of it. Its western
boundary is eastern Ohio.
Located in the middle the original thirteen colonies,
Pennsylvania is known as the Keystone State. The state is
quite mountainous, with the Appalachian Mountains running
through much of it. In the east are the Pocono Mountains
and to the south the Blue Ridge. These mountains have more
than two hundred lakes, the largest of which is Lake
Wallenpaupack in northeastern Pennsylvania, between
Milford and Scranton.

Early History
Humans lived in Pennsylvania as much as twelve thousand
years ago, probably drawn there by its network of rivers. Besides the Delaware, Susquehanna, Schuylkill, and
Lackawanna Rivers in the east, the Monongahela, Ohio,
Juniata, and Allegheny Rivers run through the western part
of the state. The northwestern section of Pennsylvania borders on Lake Erie, one of the five Great Lakes. These waterways gave the earliest settlers mobility, food, and water.
Among the people who originally inhabited the area
were Algonquian, Delaware, Erie, Lenape, Monongahela,
and Susquehannock Indians. The state’s Native American
peoples during the 1990’s of about fourteen thousand were
mostly descendants of the Algonquians.
The first Europeans in the area were led by Dutch explorers Cornelius Mey, who sailed into the Delaware River
in 1614. By 1638, Swedish immigrants had built the first European settlement, New Sweden, establishing Fort New
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Gothenburg on Tinicum Island south of present-day Philadelphia. The Dutch captured New Sweden in 1655. In 1664,
the British took it from the Dutch. Shortly thereafter, in
1681, King Charles II of England granted William Penn’s
father the area which today is Pennsylvania. The following
year, William Penn Jr., founded the Pennsylvania colony
and the city of Philadelphia, after making peace with the
American Indians who lived in the region.
The Importance of Philadelphia
Pennsylvania lay midway between the New England colonies and those in the south. When official business was to be
transacted, Philadelphia, a well-developed colonial city, was
the logical meeting place. Benjamin Franklin had settled
there in 1723 and established a library in 1731. The State
House, later renamed Independence Hall, provided a good
venue for delegates from the other colonies. Its famed bell,
later known as the Liberty Bell, was placed in its tower in
1753.
England was engaged in war against France during the
period immediately before the Revolutionary War. To finance the war, the English raised the colonies’ taxes. The
outcry against taxation without representation became strident. Beginning in 1774, the leaders of the thirteen original
colonies met in Philadelphia. In 1775, they named George
Washington to head the Continental army, and on July 4,
1776, they approved the Declaration of Independence, which
was read publicly four days later. In effect, this declaration
began England’s war against the colonies.
Formation of the State
The formation of the state (technically, the commonwealth)
of Pennsylvania can be traced back to March 4, 1681, when
King Charles II of England, owing money to William Penn
Sr., granted him as payment a charter for territory between
Lord Baltimore’s province of Maryland and the Duke of
York’s province of New York. While still in England, his
son, William Penn Jr., drafted the First Frame of Government, a proposed constitution for the state. He traveled to the
New World, founded the colony of Pennsylvania and the

State flag of Pennsylvania. Image via Wikimedia Commons. [Public domain.]

Official seal of Pennsylvania. Image via Wikimedia Commons. [Public domain.]

city of Philadelphia, and made peace with local Indian tribes.
On December 7, 1682, the colony’s Assembly united the
counties of Delaware with Pennsylvania and adopted the
Great Law, a humanitarian code that would become the fundamental basis of Pennsylvania law. The Charter of Liberties
was created by the Assembly in 1683.
In the years that followed, Pennsylvania played a major
role in the struggle between Great Britain and the colonies
for preeminence in the New World. By 1776, the Province
of Pennsylvania had become the third largest English colony
in America, and Philadelphia had become the largest English-speaking city in the world next to London. Originally,
Pennsylvania comprised just three counties—Philadelphia,
Chester, and Bucks—but by 1773 there were eleven. The
last to be created, Westmoreland, was the first county located entirely west of the Allegheny Mountains. During the
Revolution, Philadelphia was a center of ferment, with
grassroots groups, many of them loyal to Benjamin Franklin,
forming the leadership of the revolution. Philadelphia was
central to resistance to the Stamp Act in 1765, and it quickly
supported Boston in its resistance to Britain’s Intolerable
Acts in 1774. Philadelphia, of course, was the home of the
Declaration of Independence in 1776 and had been the site
of the First and Second Continental Congresses. With the
Revolutionary War underway, a convention was called to replace the state’s existing government. A Council of Safety
was created to temporarily rule. A constitution, adopted on
September 28, 1776, provided for a single-chamber Assembly and a Supreme Executive Council rather than a governor. The constitution also included a Declaration of Rights.
Many leaders in the state opposed the 1776 constitution, and
for the next decade the matter was hotly debated. The debates, however, contributed to the formation of the view-
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points of the state’s delegation to the Constitutional
Convention.
The assembly sent eight delegates to the federal Constitutional Convention in 1787, including Benjamin Franklin,
Gouverneur Morris, and James Wilson, who, along with
James Madison, was one of the principal architects of the
Constitution. Pennsylvania’s delegation supported every
proposal to strengthen the national government and signed
the new document on September 17. Conservatives in the
state Assembly quickly called a ratification convention,
which met in Philadelphia on November 21. The Federalists,
who supported ratification, were successful in electing a majority of the delegates to the convention. On December 12,
1787, the delegates, by a vote of 46-23, became the second
state to ratify the U.S. Constitution. Anti-Federalists, led by
Thomas McKean, prepared a report explaining why they
could not endorse the Constitution. They sent the document
to other states with the goal of persuading them to reject the
Constitution. While they were unsuccessful, the report included a number of concepts that would become part of the
federal Bill of Rights.
Pennsylvania’s Growth
From 1732, although England laid claim to the whole of
Pennsylvania, the French were building forts in the western

part of Penn’s land grant. Conflicts over the ownership of
western Pennsylvania resulted in a war between England and
France, and it was the financing of this war that led indirectly to the Revolutionary War.
By 1763 England controlled all of Pennsylvania. The
English raised Fort Pitt beside the Monongahela River,
where modern Pittsburgh stands. This area, because of its
geographical isolation, was slower to develop than the eastern region of Penn’s grant, but its rivers and Lake Erie provided it with the potential to grow quickly.
The Pennsylvania colony was quite progressive. It had
a circulating library as early as 1731 and a volunteer fire
department by 1736. The first hospital in the colonies
opened in Philadelphia in 1751. With the discovery of bituminous coal near Pittsburgh in 1759 and anthracite coal in
the Wyoming Valley in 1762, ready sources of power became available. This, combined with navigable waterways
throughout the state, led to rapid development. The state
decreed in 1780 that no black person born in Pennsylvania
would be a slave. It remained a free state throughout its existence.
By 1812 steamboats transported people and goods down
the Ohio River. Canals and roads were being built. In 1829,
the state’s first commercial railroad was functioning. The
state became a trading center. In 1859, the first commer-

An early map of Pennsylvania. Image via Library of Congress, Geography and Map Division [public domain].
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The Pennsylvania State Capitol Building in Harrisburg. Photo by Governor Tom Wolf, via Wikimedia Commons.

cially successful oil well in the United States was drilled at
Titusville in western Pennsylvania.
With plentiful oil, coal, and iron ore available in the
western part of the state, it was clear that steel manufacturing would become a major enterprise in and around Pittsburgh, where the first steel mill was established in 1873.
Later the Bethlehem Steel Company was established in the
eastern part of the state.

the Potomac stood between his army and Washington, D.C.,
in an attempt to protect the nation’s capital. On July 1, 1863,
the two armies met outside Gettysburg in the southern part
of the state and, for three days, engaged in the bloodiest battle of the Civil War, leaving more than fifty thousand dead
or wounded soldiers on the battlefield. This battle was the
turning point in the war, although before it ended, Confederate forces attacked Chambersburg in July, 1864.

The Civil War
A free state since its inception, Pennsylvania was a staunch
supporter of the Union during the Civil War. Many towns in
the state had, since the early nineteenth century, been significant way stations along the Underground Railroad, an informal complex of safe havens for slaves escaping from the
South and heading to either New England or Canada. Safe
houses throughout Pennsylvania offered shelter and food to
runaway slaves.
Following President Abraham Lincoln’s call for volunteers to fight in the war, Pennsylvanians, in two weeks, created twenty-five regiments to fight against the Confederate
forces. A total of more than 340,000 men from Pennsylvania
served in the Union forces between 1861 and 1865.
General Robert E. Lee’s army invaded Pennsylvania in
1863. As Lee made his incursions into the state, the Army of

Pennsylvania’s People
Most Pennsylvanians are descendants of early settlers from
Europe. More than 70 percent of all Pennsylvanians live in
cities, chief among them Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Allentown, Easton, Bethlehem, Scranton, Lancaster,
Williamsport, Erie, and Harrisburg, the state’s capital since
1812. Nearly 4 million Pennsylvanians live on farms or in
small towns, giving the state the largest rural population in
the nation.
The earliest European settlers were from Germany,
France, the Netherlands, Scandinavia, and Britain. Immigrants from Ireland arrived during the 1840’s. During the
1880’s, people began arriving in large numbers from central
Europe, notably Czechoslovakia, Poland, and Russia.
Unique among Pennsylvanians are the Pennsylvania
Dutch, German immigrants who live mostly in Lancaster
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County. These Amish farmers lead simple lives, eschewing
electricity, telephones, and automobiles.
About 9 percent of Pennsylvanians are of African American descent. Some lived there as free men before the Civil
War, but many flooded into Pennsylvania after the war and
again during World Wars I and II, when the defense industries offered them ready work.
The Pennsylvania Economy
About 4 million Pennsylvanians work in such service industries as banking, insurance, and retail. John Wanamaker established the first American department store in Philadelphia
in 1876, mostly to serve visitors to the United States Centennial Exposition, which was held in Philadelphia’s Fairmount
Park.
Manufacturing industries, mainly of steel, food products,
and chemicals, employ almost 1 million people. Another
hundred thousand work on farms. Mining, which was once a
major industry, now, because of mechanization, employs
around twenty thousand miners. Philadelphia, Pittsburgh,
and Erie are thriving ports that employ many people, and
Hershey has the world’s largest chocolate factory. Tourism,
which brings in $10 billion annually, also contributes significantly to the state’s economy.

Dairy products are the leading farm product. The state’s
leading agricultural crop is mushrooms. Pennsylvania also
has a large timber industry that produces wood for building.
Politics
Following 1999, Pennsylvania politics was almost evenly
split between the two major parties. In the 2000 election, the
state’s twenty-three electoral votes went to Vice President
Al Gore by a 51-47 percent margin. On the other hand, Senator Rick Santorum, a right-of-center politician, was reelected by a 53-46 percent majority, and both new members
of Congress were Republicans. A year later, on September
20, 2001, the state lost its Republican governor, Tom Ridge,
who was tapped by President George W. Bush to be director
of Homeland Security after the September 11 terrorist attacks. In 2002, Pennsylvania’s statehouse was won by a
Democrat, Ed Rendell, the former mayor of Philadelphia.
In 2004, Pennsylvania voted its twenty-one electoral
votes for Senator John Kerry by a 51-40 percent margin. It
also reelected Republican Arlen Specter to the U.S. Senate
and sent seven Democrats and twelve Republicans to the
House. A Republican suit to block the counting of Philadelphia’s twelve thousand absentee ballots was successful but
became moot after Bush was elected president.

Philadelphia’s population of more than 1.5 million people makes it larger than Pennsylvania’s next twenty-five largest cities combined. Photo via iStock/S.
Greg Panosian. [Used under license.]
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can, but he was replaced by Democrat Tom Wolf, the incumbent as of 2022. The state’s largely conservative nature
was reflected in the General Assembly, where Republicans
as of 2022 held a twenty-eight to twenty majority in the state
Senate and a 113 to ninety majority in the House of Representatives.
9/11 Crash
On September 11, 2001, Pennsylvania became the site of a
tragedy when United Airlines Flight 93, which had been hijacked by terrorists, crashed into a field near Shanksville in
southwestern Somerset County, killing all on board. Parts
and debris were found scattered up to 8 miles from the crash
site. The local community soon established a temporary memorial at the crash site. The mining company that owned the
field later sold it, and a professionally designed permanent
memorial, superintended by the National Park Service, was
planned.

The Liberty Bell, previously called the State House Bell or Old State House
Bell, is an iconic symbol of American independence, located in Philadelphia. Photo by William Zhang, via Wikimedia Commons.

In the Pennsylvania gubernatorial election of 2010, incumbent Democratic Governor Ed Rendell could not run for
a third term under Pennsylvania’s state law, which limits
governors to two consecutive four-year terms. In the general
election, Republican candidate Tom Corbett defeated Democratic candidate Dan Onorato. In the 2012 election, Democrat Bob Casey, incumbent U.S. senator, defeated
Republican challenger Tom Smith, becoming the first Democratic senator from Pennsylvania elected to a second term
in fifty years. In the 2012 presidential election Barack
Obama received 52.0 percent of the state vote, while Republican Mitt Romney received 46.6 percent.
In the 2010’s, Pennsylvania was very much a battleground state in the presidential elections. In 2012, Democrat
Barack Obama picked up the state’s haul of twenty electoral
votes over Mitt Romney. In 2016, however, the state took
something of a rightward shift in giving the state to Republican Donald Trump over Hillary Clinton, although the margin was razor thin. In 2020, Pennsylvania voters declined to
reelect Trump, instead voting for Joe Biden. Voting patterns
in the state were similar to those in many other states. Democratic candidates in general carried the populous urban counties while Republicans carried the less populated, but more
numerous, rural counties. The same pattern prevailed in the
elections of the state’s U.S. senators (as of 2022), Republican Pat Toomey and Democrat Bob Casey Jr. The state’s
delegation to the U.S. House of Representatives was evenly
split, with nine Republicans and nine Democrats. From 2011
to 2015 the state’s governor, Tom Corbett, was a Republi-

New Concert Hall
Later in 2001, the state’s cultural life gained a fine new facility when the $65 million Kimmel Center for the Performing Arts opened in Philadelphia, after twenty years of
planning and construction. In December, the 2,500-seat concert hall became the new home of world-renowned Philadelphia Orchestra, often placed among the world’s four best
symphony orchestras, with more than three hundred concerts
and other presentations a year. In 2003, Christoph
Eschenbach took up the helm as the orchestra’s seventh music director in its 103-year history.
Mine Rescue
In 2002, an event captivated the nation. Near the southwest
Pennsylvania town of Quecreek (10 miles from the
Shanksville crash site), nine coal miners became trapped for
nearly eighty hours in a chamber 240 feet underground. Several rescue attempts, as well as the use of drilling equipment,
failed, and fears grew that the men might drown. On July 28,
however, a national television audience watched as rescuers,
who had to guess where the men were trapped, pulled the
miners from the chamber through a 30-inch-wide hole. The
mining company was blamed for the accident and in 2004
was fined $14,100 for maintaining inaccurate maps.
Energy and Environment
A major controversy developed in 2009 over “fracking,” or
pressure-fracturing of gas-bearing deposits in the Marcellus
Shale region of Pennsylvania. While the region covers some
20 counties, the greatest activity was in three counties. By
2012, Bradford County had 1,008 wells, Tioga County had
693 wells, and Washington County, had 560 wells.
Marcellus drilling activity began to slow in 2012 in response
to depressed natural gas prices.
Drilling for the gas became the leading controversy in
the state. Advocates claimed that drilling could be done with
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minimal damage to the environment, that it helped supply
basic energy needs, and that it provided employment. Opponents claimed that the drill sites created unsightly industrial
locations in otherwise pristine natural settings, that the discharged water and chemicals had the potential for pollution,
and that the development would set back growth industries
such as rural tourism and sustainable agriculture.
Pennsylvania in the News
The state was in the national news for a number of events
in the 2010’s. In 2012, the University of Pittsburgh was the
target of as many as 160 bomb threats, most sent by email.
Also in 2012, Joe Paterno, the revered ex-football coach at
Penn State University, died just two months after being
fired in the wake of a sex abuse scandal involving an assistant coach, Jerry Sandusky. For decades Paterno had been
an icon in the state, but his failure to act on what he knew
about Sandusky tarnished his reputation and led to the removal of a statue of him from outside the campus football
stadium. From 2016 to 2018, a grand jury investigated
charges of widespread sexual abuse among Catholic clergy
in six Pennsylvania counties. In 2018, a mass shooting at a
Pittsburgh synagogue resulting in the deaths of eleven worshippers gained national attention. In 2019, an East Pittsburgh police officer was acquitted on charges of murder in
connection with the 2018 shooting of seventeen-year-old
Antwon Rose, a suspect in a drive-by shooting. The acquittal led to protests.

Response to COVID-19
As of early January 2022, Pennsylvania had reported 2.21
million cases of COVID-19, resulting in 37,522 deaths. As
of January 7, 2022, 8,230,767 Pennsylvanians, or 74.4 percent of the population age eighteen or older, had been fully
vaccinated.
Pennsylvania saw relatively low numbers of new cases
through the summers of 2020 and 2021, usually in the triple
digits. The state saw a relatively mild spike in the winter of
2020-2021 but a very sharp spike in late December 2021 and
into 2022; on January 7, 2022, the state shattered its record
for new COVID-19 cases, with more than 30,000 new cases
reported for the first time in the pandemic.
On March 6, 2020, Governor Tom Wolf reported Pennsylvania’s first two confirmed cases of COVID-19. On
March 12, he implemented social distancing measures in
several counties and urged nonessential businesses to close.
Throughout March he issued stay-at-home orders for various
counties. On March 13 he announced that all Pennsylvania
schools would be closed for at least two weeks, and on
March 16, he extended social distancing measures across the
entire state. Philadelphia Mayor Jim Kenney ordered nonessential businesses and city government to close for two
weeks. On March 19, the governor ordered closure of all
“non-life sustaining businesses operations and services”
statewide. He extended the stay-at-home order on April 1,
and on April 9 he ordered all schools to close through the
end of the school year.

Long dismissed as a gritty industrial city, Pittsburgh now has one of the most attractive city centers in the United States. Point State Park, pictured here,
marks the confluence of the Allegheny and Monongahela rivers, which join to form the Ohio River. Photo via iStock/HaizhanZheng. [Used under license.]
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The United States is home to the overwhelming majority (98 percent) of the Amish people. Pennsylvania has the largest Amish population of any state with
over 84 thousand. Photo via iStock/Bastiaan Slabbers. [Used under license.]

On April 17, the governor unveiled a plan to provide relief for Pennsylvanians (Phase 1), gradually reopen the state
(Phase 2), and recover from the pandemic (Phase 3). The
state instituted a three-phase color-coded plan to reopen the
state. The first and most restrictive phase was the red phase,
which included a stay-at-home order and only allowed essential businesses to remain open. The second phase was the
yellow phase, which called for aggressive mitigation of the
impact of the pandemic and allowed some businesses to reopen while others had to remain closed. The third and least
restrictive phase was the green phase, which allowed most
businesses to be open while following health guidelines.
Through May and June, various counties moved into and out
of the yellow and green phases, depending on case rates.
On September 14, 2020, a U.S. district judge ruled that
the governor’s pandemic restrictions, including the
stay-at-home order, size limits on gatherings, and the order
for nonessential businesses to close, were unconstitutional.
Because of a surge in cases, on November 16 Philadelphia
announced new restrictions, including no indoor dining at
restaurants, capacity limits at retail stores and religious institutions, the closure of gyms, libraries, and certain entertainment businesses, no indoor gatherings, reduced size limits
on outdoor gatherings, and no youth or school sports. Colleges, universities, and high schools were only allowed to

offer online classes. Elementary and middle schools were
allowed to offer in-person instruction following health
guidelines. On December 14, the first doses of a vaccine
were issued to health-care workers. On April 12, 2021, the
state announced that all Pennsylvania residents age sixteen
and older outside Philadelphia would be eligible to receive
the vaccine.
On May 4, the state announced that all COVID-19 mitigation orders would be lifted on May 31, with the exception of the
mask mandate, which was lifted on June 28. Legal entanglements related to masking requirements in schools followed in
the fall of 2021. On November 10, a state court threw out the
mask mandate for schools that had been issued by the state’s
acting health secretary, holding that the secretary did not have
the authority to issue the ruling. The Wolf administration filed
an appeal to the Pennsylvania Supreme Court. On November
16, a state court judge ruled that the statewide mask mandate
for schools and childcare facilities had to expire December 4.
Then on November 30, the Pennsylvania Supreme Court ruled
that the mask mandate for schools and childcare facilities had to
remain in place as the court considered the appeal to the lawsuit
that overturned the mandate. On December 10, the Pennsylvania Supreme Court upheld the lower court ruling that threw out
the mask mandate for schools.
—R. Baird Shuman; Updated by Michael O’Neal, PhD
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Pennsylvania Time Line
1614
Dutch explorer Cornelius Mey sails up the Delaware River.
1615
French explorer Etienne Brule sails the Susquehanna River
from its source to its mouth.
1616
Dutch explorer Cornelius Hendrickson sails up the Delaware
to the Schuylkill.
1638
Swedish settlers found New Sweden on the Delaware River.
1655
Dutch forces from New Netherlands (New York) take possession of New Sweden.
1664
British forces overwhelm Dutch, driving them from Pennsylvania.
Mar. 4, 1681
King Charles II of England gives 45,000 square miles of
Pennsylvania to Admiral William Penn.
1682
William Penn Jr., founds the colony of Pennsylvania.
Mar. 19, 1683
First Pennsylvania Assembly meets in Philadelphia and enacts Penn’s Charter of Liberties, an early constitution.
1723
Benjamin Franklin, age seventeen, arrives in Philadelphia.
1731
First colonial circulating library is opened by Benjamin
Franklin.
1732
Benjamin Franklin publishes first issue of Poor Richard’s
Almanac.
1751
Benjamin Rush establishes the first colonial hospital, in Philadelphia.
1753
Liberty Bell placed in State House tower.
1754
General George Washington builds Fort Necessity near
Uniontown.

1762
Anthracite coal found in the Wyoming Valley of northeastern Pennsylvania.
1767
Mason-Dixon line sets boundary between Pennsylvania and
Maryland, essentially the boundary between North and
South.
1768
Pennsylvania Assembly renounces British imposition of taxation without representation.
Sept. 5, 1774
First Continental Congress meets in Philadelphia.
1775
Second Continental Congress meets in Philadelphia, names
George Washington commander of the Continental army.
July 4, 1776
Declaration of Independence is adopted.
1776
Washington defeats the British at Trenton.
1777
British occupy Philadelphia, defeat Continental army at Germantown.
1777
Washington’s Continental army winters at Valley Forge.
1778
British leave Philadelphia, intimidated by Washington’s regenerated army.
1780
Pennsylvania declares that no black person born in the state
shall be a slave.
Dec. 12, 1787
Pennsylvania ratifies the Constitution during the Constitutional Convention and joins the Union as the second state.
1792
U.S. Mint is established in Philadelphia.
1792
Purchase of the Erie Triangle completes Pennsylvania’s
boundaries.
1800
U.S. capital moved from Philadelphia to Washington, D.C.

1759
British build Fort Pitt at Pittsburgh.

1812
Harrisburg becomes state capital.

1759
Bituminous coal found in western Pennsylvania.

1829
First commercial railway in state begins operation.

