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Salem Press Announces a New Addition to the
Critical Insights Series: Greed
Critical Insights: Greed examines the ways greed has appeared as a significant concern in literature
from many different times and cultures. This volume explores the ways greed has been used in
literature, not only as a theme but also as a focus of characterization. From early works like the Epic
of Gilgamesh and The Odyssey, to more recent writings by Charles Dickens, Mark Twain, F. Scott
Fitzgerald, John Steinbeck, Arthur Miller, and many others, these informative essays give students a
new way to study the ongoing use of greed in literature.
Greed, unfortunately, is one of the most enduring of all human motives and has therefore been an
important theme in many significant works of literature. The desire to possess more than one needs,
often at the expense of others, has been a topic in literary works from the most ancient to the most
contemporary. Gilgamesh, for example – perhaps the oldest of all surviving works of literature –
takes greed as a major issue, but so do such later works as The Odyssey, numerous classical
tragedies, The Divine Comedy, various works by Chaucer and Shakespeare, and more recent writings
by a wide variety of English and American authors.
This volume, like all others in the Critical Insights series, is divided into several sections. It begins
with an introductory piece, “Greed: Culture and Literature,” by Richard Newhauser, perhaps the
foremost scholar of greed in the early western world, especially the middle ages.
Following Newhauser’s piece come four essays designed to provide “critical contexts” for the
volume as a whole. Virginia Langum introduces this section with her piece titled, “Radix malorum
est cupiditas: Greed in the Literature of Late Medieval England.” It discusses how “the relationship
between the spiritual and the material is a recurring theme in depictions of greed in medieval
literature.” The following essay, written by Robert Evans and titled, “Greed, Avarice, and Luxury in
Literature: A Survey of Some Relevant Scholarship,” discusses scholarship regarding greed as a
theme in literature. Vincent Walsh’s “Curse of the Fukú: Predatory Greed in Junot Diaz’s The Brief
Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao,” uses greed as a “critical lens” and will be of special interest to anyone
concerned with the advantages and disadvantages of post-modern approaches to literature. Last, also
written by Robert Evans, is “Greed as a Theme in Orwell’s Animal Farm and Nineteen EightyFour.”
The volume’s next—and largest—section, Critical Readings, offers a deliberately diverse collection
of pieces that approach the theme of greed from many different perspectives:
•
•

John Sekora on Greed and Luxury, Kelly Snyder
Formal Capacities and Relational Understandings: Greed in Literature, Art, and Sociology,
Wendy Griswold

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Legacy of Legacy-Hunting in Ben Johnson’s Volpone, Michael W. Stamps
Early Images of Scrooge and Marley: Closely Reading Some Illustrations of Charles
Dicken’s A Christmas Carol, Jordan Bailey and Philip Joseph Trussell
Two Filmed Versions of Ebenezer Scrooge: Sim and Scott, Brandie B. Johnson
“Bartelby,” Greed, and Aesthetics, John C. Havard
Mark Twain and Greed, R. Kent Rasmussen
An Anti-Greed Novel: Anthony Trollope’s The Way We Live Now, Nicolas Tredell
Greed in African Slave Narratives: Zora Neale Hurston’s Barracoon and Other Relevant
Examples, Robert C. Evans
A Psychology of Greed in Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, Steve Gronert Ellerhoff
Addicted to Greed: Martin Amis’s Money, Nicolas Tredell
Land Ownership and Agency in Mahasweta Devi’s Tale “Seeds,” Virginia L. Lewis

This volume concludes with a section devoted to resources, particularly a lengthy secondary
bibliography and list of further readings, a comprehensive index, as well as information about the
editor and contributors.
The Critical Insights Series distills the best of both classic and current literary criticism of the
world’s most studied literature. Edited and written by some of academia’s most distinguished literary
scholars, Critical Insights: Greed provides authoritative, in-depth scholarship that students and
researchers will rely on for years. This volume is destined to become a valuable purchase for all.
BUY THE PRINT AND GET FREE ONLINE ACCESS
This edition comes with FREE ONLINE ACCESS on the popular Salem Press platform,
http://online.salempress.com. With unlimited users and remote access included, your students and
researchers can now search this amazing collection of data, anytime & anywhere, all just a click
away.
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