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Salem Press Announces the Newest Addition to the Popular  

Defining Documents in World History series: Asia 
 

Defining Documents in World History: Asia offers in-depth analysis of fifty-two speeches, 

letters, written texts, reports, and more. These documents provide a compelling view of the 

events and policies that shaped the rise and fall of empires, societies, and nations across Asia. 

The material is divided into four geographic and each section begins with a brief timeline that 

includes important events and the documents featured in each region: 

 

 China begins with the The Art of War, an important treatise military strategy that is still 

in wide use today and includes “Lessons for Women” by Ban Zhao, an important female 

intellectual writing during the Han dynasty, around 80 ce, The Boxer Protocol, the 

Chinese revolution of Sun Yat-sen, and concludes with U.S. Embassy Cables Concerning 

the Crackdown in Tiananmen Square; 

 

 Japan and Korea includes such important writing as The Tale of Genji, often called the 

world’s first novel; The Tale of the Heike as a dramatized version of the the clash of two 

warrior clans at the end of the late Heian period; Fourteen-Part Message from Japan to 

the United States delivered to U.S. Secretary of State Hull at the same time that Japanese 

pilots were bombing Pearl Harbor; Korean Declaration of Independence; and Kim Il 

Sung’s speech, “On Eliminating Dogmatism and Formalism and Establishing Juche in 

Ideological Work”; 

 

 India offers documents such as The Edicts of King Ashoka, inscribed on pillars spread 

across India, Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Nepal; the India Regulating Act of 1773 that 

gave the British government partial control of the East India Company; and Indira 

Gandhi’s speech, “What Educated Women Can Do”; 

 

 Southeast Asia includes Henry Cabot Lodge’s Speech on the Retention of the Philippine 

Islands; conversations and speeches related to the war in Viet Nam such as President Ngô 

Ðình Diệm’s address to the U.S. Congress and a 1969 conversation between Presidents 

Nixon and Thiêu; and a report from the Khmer Rouge Killing Fields. 

 

Each document is supported by a critical essay, written by historians and teachers, that includes a 

Summary Overview, Defining Moment, Author Biography, Document Analysis, and Essential 

Themes.  
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About the Series 
Defining Documents consists of a collection of essays on important historical documents by a 

diverse range of writers on a broad range of subjects in world history. The series offers a broad 

range of historical documents on important authors and subjects in world history, with primary 

source documents, in-depth analysis, and comprehensive lesson plans that represent the diversity 

of ideas and contexts that define social, political and cultural subjects throughout world history. 

The Defining Documents series is perfect for students, those researching a particular era, or 

anyone interested in world history. Visit www.salempress.com for more information about 

additional titles in this series. 

 

FREE ONLINE ACCESS 
Libraries and schools purchasing the printed version of any Salem Press title get complimentary 

online access to that title on our new online database, http://online.salempress.com. Combining 

Salem's Literature, History, Health, Science and Careers titles, students and researchers can now 

access all of their Salem content in one comprehensive site.  Any school or library with print 

reference content in Salem Press' database is entitled to online access to that content.  This access 

is an inherent part of our product. 
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